Mayor
Heidi Gunderson

The City of Vadnais Heights
800 East County Road E
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

Council Members
Greg Urban
Patricia Youker
Steve Rogers
Erik Goebel
Phone: 651-204-6000
Fax: 651-204-6100

City Administrator
Kevin Watson

Regular Workshop Meeting of the
Vadnais Heights City Council
Tuesday, April 6, 2021 - 5:30 pm
Council Chambers at City Hall

AGENDA

1. Open Meeting
2. VLAWMO – Meander Project Update
Documents:
2 VLAWMO MEANDER PROJECT UPDATE.PDF
3. Purchase of 2022 Fire Truck
Documents:
3 PURCHASE OF 2022 FIRE TRUCK.PDF
4. Code Enforcement Issue
Documents:
4 1311 COUNTY ROAD D CIRCLE 3-29-21.PDF
5. Other Staff Items
6. Future City Council Requests
7. Adjourn
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Kevin P. Watson
City Administrator

The City of Vadnais Heights
800 East County Road E
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

651.204.6010 Phone
651.204.6110 Fax
kevin.watson@cityvadnaisheights.com

Memorandum:
TO:

Mayor Gunderson and City Council

FROM:

Kevin Watson, City Administrator

DATE:

April 6, 2021

SUBJECT:

VLAWMO – Meander Project Update

Background
Staff are excited to report that construction on the Lambert Lake Pond and Meander Project (Project) was
completed in early March. This partnership-based Project was managed by VLAWMO with close
cooperation from the City and other important local and State level partners. The overall Project purpose
was to replace a sheet pile wall that provides critical flood water storage and to construct a new stream
meander to improve access to existing floodplain.
VLAWMO Administrator Phil Belfiori will be in attendance to provide a short presentation on the
Project. Some of the Project elements Phil will highlight are a summary of the Project construction work
and construction results, background and partnerships, and funding. VLAWMO has also developed the
attached two page factsheet for communication on the benefits of this Project to the general public and
stakeholders. After Phil’s presentation, he will be available to answer any questions the Council may have
on the Project.
Staff would like to thank the Council for its leadership and vision to make this collaborative Project with
VLAWMO a reality. We look forward to continued work with VLAWMO on this and other critical
partnerships moving forward in the future.
Attachment(s):

Project Fact Sheet

LAMBERT LAKE
QUICK FACTS
182 acres

Wetland Area
Pond Surface Area

1.87 acres

Max Pond Depth

~6’

Meander Length

2,020’

LOCATION:

POND &
MEANDER

PROJECT SUMMARY:
This project is located on Vadnais Heights City property, where it
is improving a portion of Lambert Creek and a stormwater pond.
It replaced an expired vinyl sheet pile wall with a steel sheet pile
wall, protecting flood water storage in
the system. A creek meander was
added to improve access to the
Lambert Lake floodplain.

Above: The Lambert Lake Pond and meander
project outlined in green.
Top right: Construction of steel sheet pile
replacing the expired sheet pile.
Right: The newly dug meander and Lambert Lake
Pond.

PROJECT PARTNERS:







VLAWMO
City of Vadnais Heights
SEH engineering
Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency (MPCA)
Midwest Floating Island
University of Minnesota

FUNDING:
Grant funds are provided through United States
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 319 funds
administered by the Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency (MPCA) with a match from VLAWMO. Loan funding
consists of a 0% interest loan from the Clean Water
Partnership loan program, which is funded through the
Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF).

CONSTRUCTION AND RESULTS:

This project enhances water storage at Lambert Lake
Pond, provides reliable access for future sediment
dredging, and improves floodplain connection in this
segment of Lambert Creek. The project design mimics
natural floodplains, with spaces for water to pool and
seep over the banks of the meander.
Slow curvature as opposed to a straight channel helps
reduce erosion, deposit sediment into the floodplain,
and mitigate downstream flooding. Major construction
took place in January and February, 2021, and planting
took place in April. A biochar filter will also be part of the
completed project. Biochar is being used to help remove
excess bacteria in Lambert Creek.

LAMBERT LAKE HISTORY:

Historically, Lambert Lake existed as a shallow lake
within a broader network of wetlands and streams.
When the surrounding area was developed in the
1940s, Lambert Lake was drained. The storage and
drainage that Lambert Lake once collected was reduced
and streamlined into a ditch system.

WHY ARE FLOODPLAINS IMPORTANT?
Across the United States, a trend of channeling and ditching natural waterways has
had unfortunate consequences on water resources and built infrastructure. While
straight channels are effective at transporting water quickly, they sacrifice the storage space and
natural sediment dispersal that floodplains offer.
Spaces such as Lambert
Lake Pond offer increased
resiliency along a heavily
taxed ditch system.
This project included a nonet rise certificate from the
Federal Emergency
Management Agency
(FEMA) to ensure that the
changes to the wetland will
not create a change in the
water level.

Visit VLAWMO.org/projects for more projects related to Lambert Creek.
Vadnais Lake Area Water Management Organization | 800 Co Rd E East | (651) 204-6070 | office@vlawmo.org
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Christopher T. Hearden
Fire Chief

Vadnais Heights Fire Department
3595 Arcade Street
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

651.204.6043 Phone
651.204.6143 Fax
Christopher.Hearden@cityvadnaisheights.com

Memorandum:
TO:

Mayor Gunderson and City Council Members

FROM:

Chris Hearden, Fire Chief

DATE:

April 6, 2021

SUBJECT:

Replacement of Fire Truck

Background
In 2007, two Rosenbauer Spartan Fire Engines were purchased as the “First-Out Fire Engine” for call
response. One for each fire station. These trucks are almost 15 years old and wear and tear is starting to
take its toll. Repair costs continue to increase. The new fire engine would replace one of the 2007 “FirstOut” Fire Engines, while the other 2007 Fire Engine would be utilized as “Second-Out” and back-up
Fire Engine.
The rationale for starting the process early in 2021 is the estimated timeframe of 16-18 months from
creating the specification order to delivery of the apparatus. Once a purchase agreement is signed there
is an approximate 12-14 months to build. Costs are estimated to increase by 3-5% each year, typically
starting in February of each year.
Funding for this apparatus, approximately $750,000, has been budgeted for in the proposed 2022 CIP. In
a typical year, we budget between $350-500k for the whole CIP. This single purchase may require an
increase to the levy if other funding sources/options are not identified. Staff is seeking approval to begin
the planning process for replacing this engine, with final Council approval upon receipt of final
specification and purchase cost prior to signing a purchase agreement.
Payment options are available and will be investigated upon receipt of the final specifications and
purchase costs. This can be purchased through the Minnesota State Consortium process. See attached
optional Draft payment plan.
Sale of existing 2007 Rosenbauer Spartan Fire Engine
There are few options for the sale of a used fire engine similar to this one. Estimating the value at this
time is premature. The value of an existing engine with these specifications is extremely limited and sale
price can range greatly due to demand for this type of apparatus at the time of sale.
Attachment(s) Draft Payment Plan

L:\Council Meetings\2021\Workshops\040621\New apparatus on LH 3-29-21.docx
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Christopher T. Hearden
Fire Chief

Vadnais Heights Fire Department
3595 Arcade Street
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

651.204.6043 Phone
651.204.6143 Fax
Christopher.Hearden@cityvadnaisheights.com

Memorandum:
TO:

Mayor Gunderson and City Council Members

FROM:

Chris Hearden, Fire Chief

DATE:

April 6, 2021

SUBJECT:

1311 East County Road D Circle – Code Enforcement issues.

Background
We have received numerous complaints concerning this property over the last several years and we
continue to receive complaints from both the neighboring residential and commercial properties.
In December of 2018 a Code Enforcement letter was sent to the property / owner for 1311 East County
Road D Circle in Vadnais Heights for code violations. The letter required the property to be brought into
compliance by January 26, 2019. The owner failed to comply with the correction order by deadline date.
Due to the extreme winter weather during the timeframe of the notice, no further action was taken
against the property or owner. On March 26, 2019 a new Code Enforcement letter was sent to the
property owner, requiring compliance by April 29, 2019. The owner once again failed to comply with
the correction order by the deadline date. We had not received any type of communication from the
owner nor did we see any improvements to the conditions on the property.
On April 30, 2019 a Ramsey County citation was issued to the listed owner of the property for code
violations. At this point the issues were to be addressed through the Ramsey County Court systems. At
some point the Ramsey County Court system was unable to resolve the issue and a warrant was issued
for the property owner based on failure to resolve the issued citation. To this date, no further action has
been taken by the City of Vadnais Heights or the Ramsey County courts.
The City of Vadnais has a long history of code issues with the property and owner, including another
property within the City of Vadnais Heights. The property located at 1277 East County Road D Circle
had similar code violations and was resolved through the Ramsey County courts with abatement by the
City of Vadnais Heights.
After speaking with City Attorney Caroline Bell-Beckman, the Ramsey County court system is
extremely backed up with higher priority cases and it is highly unlikely that they would even review this
issue within the extended future. Our options are to wait out the court system until they are able to
address these types of issues or move forward with the City’s abatement process.
Attachment(s):Code Enforcement letters, citations, and pictures.

L:\Council Meetings\2021\Workshops\040621\1311 County Road D Circle 3-29-21.doc

