Nolan W. Wall, AICP
Planning/Community Development Director
651.204.6027 Phone
651.204.6100 Fax
nolan.wall@cityvadnaisheights.com

The City of Vadnais Heights
800 East County Road E
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

Memorandum:
TO:

Mayor Gunderson and City Council Members

FROM:

Nolan Wall, Planning/Community Development Director

DATE:

April 2, 2019

SUBJECT:

Garceau Corner Task Force Appointments

Recommended Council Action
Appoint Task Force Members.
Background
At the February 19 City Council meeting, staff was directed to establish the Garceau Corner Task Force
and recruit members. To recruit members and inform the public about the process, staff setup a webpage
with general information and sent out letters to property owners within 500 feet of the site. The proposed
membership is as follows, which removes the previous “alternate” designations, due to the level of
interest:
Group
City Council Liaisons
Planning Commission Liaisons
VHEDC Liaisons
Local Business Owner/Operator
Local Real Estate Broker
Neighborhood Residents
Non-Neighborhood Residents

Member
Councilmember Johnson
Councilmember Youker
Commission Bigelbach
Commissioner Jokinen
Matthew Heimann, Larson Engineering
Brian Bergstrom, SEH
Tom Colgan, F&M Bank
Jay Chmieleski, Newmark Knight Frank
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD

The City Council previously discussed which members would serve on the Task Force. The Planning
Commission and VHEDC appointed their representatives at their February and March meetings,
respectively. A local business owner/operator and real estate broker have volunteered to participate.
Resident member applications received by the March 21 deadline are attached. Based on the geographic
location of the applicants, staff proposes the following membership breakdown (see attached map):
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Resident Group

Neighborhood

Non-Neighborhood

Applicant
Ron Garceau
Wayne Motzko
Mark McSherry
Gail Johnson
Bruce Dischinger
Ashley Wilke
Dave Stimpson
Mary Langer
Lisa Holisak
Sharon Klumpp
Marilyn Auge
Erik Goebel

Address
3453 Centerville Road
3469 Centerville Road
3512 Edgerton Street
3512 Edgerton Street
701 Bibeau Court
3531 Centerville Road
451 Vadnais Lake Drive
606 Springhill Road
250 Lily Pond Lane
301 Oakwood Terrace
3704 Centerville Road
952 Heritage Court

Staff recommends the City Council appoint three residents from each group to serve on the Task Force.
Attachment(s):
• Resident Applicant Emails/Letters of Interest
• Applicant Map
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

rsm garc
Nolan Wall
Re: Garceau Task Force
Thursday, March 14, 2019 11:09:23 AM
image005.png

Name and address: Ronald Garceau, 3453 Centerville Road, Vadnais Heights MN
Relevant background information: Life long city resident.
Why I want to serve on Garceau Task Force: 1) Own a neighboring property 2) Represent neighbors
who would have a difficult time attending meetings 3) Provide historical perspective (life-long resident) 4)
I have a concern for the beauty and health of the place where we live. 5) Concern with the relationship of
property relative to Lake Vadnais (a valuable natural resource). 6. I have a concern for the survival of
wildlife.
I would like to be considered as a task force member (those living within 500 feet).
On Monday, March 11, 2019, 10:03:12 AM CDT, Nolan Wall <Nolan.Wall@cityvadnaisheights.com>
wrote:

Hi there,

Thank you for reminding me about this and we may have to reach out to them outside of
the Task Force process to get their feedback, if they cannot attend the meetings.  

So far, no one from within 500 feet has applied to be on the Task Force. Several residents
from outside the neighborhood have applied. The City Council will be making appointments
in April.

Here are the questions we are asking applicants:
1.       Name/Address
2.       Relevant background information
3.       Why you want to serve on the Task Force

You can just respond back to me by email.

Let me know if you have any questions,

Thanks

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Wayne Motzko
Nolan Wall
Garceau corner Task Force
Friday, March 08, 2019 8:05:26 PM

I Wayne L.Motzko herby submit my request to be part of the Task Force, I am a life long resident of Vadnais
Heights I live at 3469 Centerville Rd 4 homes away from the property in question I have over 40 years in public
relation while working at the Rosedale center.I have a genuine belief in community and public safety and
connections in a number of areas,thank you for your consideration.
                    Wayne. L.Motzko
    H 651-484-6977
    C 763-222-9523

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

gail11below
Nolan Wall
rsmgar@yahoo.com; Mark McSherry; Darlene Garceau
Garceau Corner Task Force
Wednesday, March 13, 2019 7:13:29 PM

Nolan,
As active members of the community near the property under development consideration, we
would like to join the task force. We have been involved with local community concerns
addressing this property from the beginning and have input into its development.
Historically, we have conversed several times, so we are hoping you can recall these
conversations. We also are aware that all involved were in favor of the Aster Meadows 140
unit complex. This isn't drawing alot of City Hall popularity down here in our neighborhood.
Mark McSherry
Gail Johnson
3512 Edgerton Street
Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Bruce Dischinger
Nolan Wall
Bruce Dischinger
DEVELOPMENT STUDY COMMITTEE
Wednesday, March 20, 2019 4:33:34 PM

Dear Mr. Wall:
My name is Bruce Dischinger and I live at 701 Bibeau Ct, Vadnais Heights. We are relatively new to
this community having built our Townhouse in 2016, after living 31 years in Roseville. As we were
considering our options, here were several things we liked about this community that drove our final
decision.
It’s my understanding a committee is being formed to study the options for the development of the
property on the NE corner of the Edgerton and Centerville Road intersection. I am submitting this
brief bio to assist the City and the Council in considering me for that committee.
These are some of the assets in my experience that I would consider valuable in serving:
Ø Transportation industry (52 years) in public, private (large national, as well as small
companies) and owner/partner roles.
Ø Involved in leading and directing land acquisitions/development, taking them from bare land
to full turnkey operations.
Ø Negotiating contracts and agreements as lead for public sector with private sectors, as well as
lead for private sector with public sectors.
Ø COO over Senior and Middle Management, facilities, and equipment for Divisions with 1600+
employees.
Ø Serve as arbitrator/neutral party in Human Resources disputes, Insurance settlements, and
Transportation Industry resolutions.
If you have any questions, or additional information required, please don’t hesitate to contact me. It
would be a privilege to serve as a member of this committee.

Respectfully submitted,

Bruce H. Dischinger
701 Bibeau Ct.
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127
Home ph:           651-488-0028
Cell ph:               612-791-6717
bdischinger@minnesotacoaches.com

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ashley Wilke
Nolan Wall
Task Force Interest
Monday, March 18, 2019 10:58:59 PM

Hello,
My name is Ashley and I am interested in joining the task force that is developing in regards
to the Garceau corner.
Unfortunately, I do not have experience with city planning; however, this is an experience and
group that I feel I could learn from. I would like to get involved in our community and this
task force seems like the perfect way; I live very close to Garceau's.
With that being said, if you wouldn't mind adding a fresh, new resident to the project, I would
greatly appreciate it if you would consider me.
Feel free to contact me for any further information you may need.
Thank you,
Ashley Wilke

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Mary Langer
Nolan Wall
Interest in Serving on Task Force as Alternate for Garceau Corner Development
Friday, February 22, 2019 4:41:28 PM

Hello from Mary Langer; 606 Springhill Road; Vadnais Heights Resident; phone 651-426-5984
This email serves to express my interest in participating as an alternate on Task Force for
Garceau Corner Development. If there is interest by anyone who has "soft skills" bringing
harmony to our community and can use vision to move our City forward, I am happy to take a
spectator seat. Being a spectator can be just as important because I am like others who are
interested in and love living in our Vadnais Heights community.
As a Vadnais Heights resident, I am wondering what the corner can look like. I believe a lot of
residents and our city staff are looking forward to a rewarding end result for a notable corner
in Vadnais Heights. I believe in a great end result by going through a process of partnering
what is needed along with an equal importance of something that would compliment the lake
view. We have a fresh canvass to work with to envision new possibilities.
I do not live within 500 foot radius of Garceau Corner. I am a Vadnais Heights resident. My
husband, Ted, is a lifelong resident. He grew up on Edgerton. When Ted and I lived on
Edgerton, we could look out our picture window and see horses. The horses are gone, but I
am thinking that harmony can continue.
Mary Langer

March 18, 2019
City of Vadnais Heights
Planning/Community Development
Attn: Mr. Nolan Wall

Sent via email to nolan.wall@cityvadnaisheights.com

Dear Mr. Wall:
Please consider this letter as written interest in participating as a Non-Neighborhood Resident in
the Garceau Corner Task Force.
I am a Vadnais Heights homeowner with a long familial history in the community. I am a fourth
generation resident of the city (my toddler twins mark the fifth generation). One of the homes I
was raised in is less than half a mile from the Garceau Corner site. I am very familiar with the
area.
I take great interest in the development of Vadnais Heights whether down the street or miles
away. I have a vested interest both as a property owner and a parent of young children who will
be raised in this community. I hope any development that occurs within the community is
reflective of Vadnais Heights’ identity and core values.
As for my professional background, I have a BA in Human Resources Management from
Concordia University and a MBA from Hamline University. I am a Senior Regional HR Director
for MediaNews Group (the parent Company of the St. Paul Pioneer Press). I’ve served in
various positions, each of progressive responsibility for the Company accumulating more than
11 years of tenure.
As for my civic experience, I completed the St. Paul Chamber of Commerce’s flagship
community leadership development program Leadership St. Paul back in 2011.
Let me know if you have any questions or if I can assist in any way as you consider my
involvement. I’m happy to meet with you in person or discuss by phone. I can be reached by
email at lisaholisak@gmail.com or by phone at (651) 233-8295.
Sincerely,
Lisa Holisak
250 Lily Pond Lane
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

Mr. Nolan Wall,
I am writing to express my interest in joining the Garceau Corner Task Force. As you are aware, I ran for
city council because I am interested in serving and improving Vadnais Heights. I am interested in
unlocking the potential of the Garceau Project. This project could be a social hub, upscale housing or
commercial businesses that support the neighborhood. The Garceau lot presents opportunity to shape a
space for the benefit of our community, both socially, and financially.
I believe I will be a good fit for this task force because I am a highly analytical thinker and problem
solver. This project is complex. We need to balance the interests of neighbors, the City of Vadnais
Heights, and the community. Also complicating the matter is the need for remediation of the soils,
requirements of TIF districting and more. My strengths are well suited for this task. Thank you for your
consideration.

Best regards,
Erik Goebel
952 Heritage Ct E
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127
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This map is neither a legally recorded map nor a survey map and is not intended to be used as
one. This map is a compilation of records, information, and data gathered from various sources
listed on this map and is to be used for reference purposes only. SEH does not warrant that the
Geographic Information System (GIS) Data used to prepare this map are error free, and SEH
does not represent that the GIS Data can be used for navigational, tracking, or any other
purpose requiring exacting measurement of distance or direction or precision in the depiction of
geographic features. The user of this map acknowledges that SEH shall not be liable for any
damages which arise out of the user's access or use of data provided.
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