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AGENDA

1. Open Meeting
2. Roll Call
3. Pledge Of Allegiance
4. Consider Accepting Council Member Craig Johnson’s Resignation And
Declaring That A Vacancy Exists
Documents:
4 JOHNSON RESIGNATION AS COUNCIL MEMBER.PDF
5. Announcements
6. Approval Of Agenda
7. Approval Of Minutes
A. Regular Workshop Meeting Of May 19, 2020
Documents:
7A 051920 WORKSHOP MINUTES.PDF
B. Regular Council Meeting Of May 19, 2020
Documents:
7B CC 5-19-20 DRAFT.PDF
8. Approve Consent Agenda
A. Consider Approving Claims #79309 Through #79372 And Electronic
Claims #1502 Through #1511 For Payment
Documents:

8. Approve Consent Agenda
A. Consider Approving Claims #79309 Through #79372 And Electronic
Claims #1502 Through #1511 For Payment
Documents:
8A CLAIMS.PDF
B. Consider Amending City Council’s 2020 Meeting Calendar To Cancel
The July 7, 2020 Meeting
Documents:
8B AMENDED 2020 CALENDAR.PDF
9. Open To The Public
10. Presentations
11. Public Hearings
12. Old Business
13. New Business
A. Consider Planning Case 20-007: Ink Partnership – Variance At 1000
Labore Industrial Court
Documents:
13A PLANNING CASE 20-007.PDF
B. Consider Approval Of The Individual 2020/2021 Liquor License Renewals
Documents:
13B LIQUOR LICENSE RENEWALS.PDF
C. Consider Options For Filling Vacant Council Member Seat
Documents:
13C COUNCIL VACANCY DISCUSSION.PDF
14. Council And Department Reports
15. Adjourn Meeting
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The City of Vadnais Heights
800 East County Road E
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

651.204.6010 Phone
651.204.6100 Fax
kevin.watson@cityvadnaisheights.com

Memorandum:
TO:

Mayor Gunderson and City Council Members

FROM:

Kevin Watson, City Administrator

DATE:

June 2, 2020

SUBJECT:

Resignation of Council Member Craig Johnson

Recommended Council Action
Accept the resignation of Council Member Craig Johnson submitted on May 26, 2020 effective that
same day and adopt the attached Resolution Accepting a Resignation and Declaring a Vadnais Heights
City Council Vacancy.
Background
Craig Johnson has been a Council Member since 2013. He was last re-elected in November 2018 and
has 7 months of his Council Member term still remaining. Therefore, there will be a vacancy on the
Council for his remaining council member term. Since there will be less than two years left of
Johnson’s Council Member term, the Minnesota election law provides that a special election is not
required and the vacancy may be filled by appointment.
Later in the agenda, the Council will discuss the process of filling the vacated seat.
Attachments:
- Resignation letter from Craig Johnson
- Resolution Accepting a Resignation and Declaring a Vadnais Heights City Council Vacancy

L:\Council Meetings\2020\Regular Meetings\060220\Drafts\Johnson resignation as council member.docx

CITY OF VADNAIS HEIGHTS
COUNTY OF RAMSEY
STATE OF MINNESOTA
RESOLUTION NO. 20-06-__
A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING A RESIGNATION AND DECLARING A
VADNAIS HEIGHTS CITY COUNCIL VACANCY
WHEREAS, Craig Johnson, a member of the Vadnais Heights City Council, has
submitted his written resignation, effective May 26, 2020; and
WHEREAS, the Vadnais Heights City Council accepts said resignation and
declares a vacancy on the City Council; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to Minnesota State Statutes Section 412.02 subd. 2a, the
Vadnais Heights City Council will develop a process for appointing a replacement.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Vadnais Heights City Council
hereby accepts the resignation of Craig Johnson and declares a vacancy of the office of
City Council Member, effective May 26, 2020; and declares a vacancy on the Vadnais
Heights City Council.

This Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted and was signed by the Mayor and
attested to by the City Administrator this 2nd day of June, 2020.
Attest:
Heidi Gunderson, Mayor
Kevin Watson, City Administrator

WORKSHOP MEETING
OF THE COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF VADNAIS HEIGHTS
MAY 19, 2020
The workshop meeting of the Council of the City of Vadnais Heights was held on the above date
and called to order by Mayor Gunderson at 5:03 p.m.
The following members were present: Mayor Heidi Gunderson, Council Members: Greg Urban,
Craig Johnson, Patricia Youker and Bob Morse. The following member was absent: None.
Also present were: City Administrator Kevin Watson, Assistant City Administrator Tim Sandvik,
Planning/Community Development Director Nolan Wall, Public Works Director Jesse Farrell,
City Attorney Caroline Bell Beckman, and Deputy City Clerk Peggy Aho.
1.
Closed Session pursuant to Minn. Statutes Section 13D.05, Subd. 3(c)(3) to discuss
the sale of the City’s Property located at 843 East County Road F
Mayor Gunderson closed the meeting at 6:24 p.m.
2.

Open Meeting

Mayor Gunderson reopened the Workshop at 6:25 pm.
3.

COVID-19 Preparedness Plan

City Administrator Watson gave an overview of the Preparedness Plan. He noted that the front
counter will be the counter for interaction with the public. He said that he anticipates that the
Preparedness Plan will evolve as the reopening progresses and that the Plan is on the Council
agenda for approval.
Mayor Gunderson said that the Plan is very thorough. She asked if there will be guidance on how
the City would change it or will it go on forever, will it be an evolving document. Watson
replied yes and that it will have to be adopted and adjusted as time goes on.
4.

Other Staff Items

Assistant City Administrator Sandvik commented about the Commons. He said that the City
will have to make some decisions on the Commons soon. Under mandate of the CDC and the
MN Department of Health staff have made decisions into June. He said that some people have
cancelled their events and others are waiting. He said they are urging people to postpone them.
He noted that it will probably be a year of lost revenue. He noted that the Council will have to
make decisions on how to process things and set future prices. He said that staff have taken some
steps in eliminating improvements that were planned for 2020 to avoid unnecessary
expenditures. Mayor Gunderson said that perhaps between now and the next Council meeting
there will be new guidance on the size of gatherings. Sandvik noted that Ms. Palmer is still
doing tours for 2021 and 2022 events.

City Attorney Beckman noted that EBBQ has added another attorney to their company, Dan
Beckman, who will bring a benefit to the firm.
Gunderson noted that since there are people that have health issues and or seniors that are
compromised, the City needs to make sure people are able to make comments during the Open to
the Public portion of the Council meetings. Perhaps we could have a sign up using some sort of
technology that would be used by individuals that wish to speak at a Council meeting without
them having to come to the meeting. She said there is a lot of value with being able to interact
with someone and it is important.
Gunderson talked about the billboards that the City has small snippets of time allotted to them
that they could use to put up pictures of Vadnais Heights graduates. She suggested adding
language about this to the News & Views article with Lisa as a contact.
Public Works Director/City Engineering Farrell noted that the Oak Creek Drive box culvert
restoration works has been completed. A landscape plan has been developed and it will include
nice native screen and lots of shrubbery. He thanked Council Member Youker for visiting that
and other sites where ditch work is being done and they also walked a branch that needs a lot of
work.
Council Member Youker asked about graffiti on big transformers in the City and whether they
can be painted over/cleaned up. City Administrator Watson asked her to let him know where the
graffiti is and he will contact the parties of the property.
Gunderson said she would like to start thinking about doing a workshop to revisits the Goal
Setting the Council we did last year. She also noted that the first meeting in July falls right after
the 4th of July and said that it might be prudent to eliminate that meeting and schedule a time in
the future for budgeting. Other Council Members agreed.
Gunderson made a motion to close the Workshop at 6:50 p.m. Seconded by Youker, meeting
adjourned.
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REGULAR MEETING
OF THE COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF VADNAIS HEIGHTS
MAY 19, 2020
The meeting of the Council of the City of Vadnais Heights was held on the above date and called
to order by Mayor Gunderson at 7:00 p.m.
Everyone present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance.
ROLL CALL
Upon roll call, the following members were present: Mayor Heidi Gunderson, Council Members:
Craig Johnson, Bob Morse, Patricia Youker and Greg Urban.
The following members were absent: None.
Also present were: Kevin Watson, City Administrator, Tim Sandvik, Assistant City Administrator,
Nolan Wall, Planning/Community Development Director, Jesse Farrell, Public Works Director,
Caroline Bell Beckman, City Attorney and Peggy Aho, Deputy City Clerk.
City Administrator Watson provided several announcements.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Upon motion by Johnson, seconded by Morse, it was
20-05-084

“RESOLVED that the May 19, 2020 Amended Regular Meeting Agenda be
approved as presented.”
Ayes – 5

Nays – 0

The resolution was adopted.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A.

May 5, 2020 Regular Workshop Meeting
Upon motion by Youker, seconded by Morse, it was
20-05-085

“RESOLVED that the May 5, 2020 Regular Workshop Meeting minutes be
approved with the word “Lakeville” changed to “Lakefield”.”
Ayes – 5

Nays – 0

The resolution was adopted.

1

B.

May 5, 2020 Regular Council Meeting
Upon motion by Johnson, seconded by Urban, it was
20-05-086

“RESOLVED, to approve the May 5, 2020 Regular Council Meeting
Minutes as presented.”
Ayes – 5

Nays – 0

The resolution was adopted.
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA
Upon motion by Urban, seconded by Johnson, it was
20-05-087

“RESOLVED, that the Consent Agenda Items #7A-7G for the May19, 2020
meeting be approved as follows:
A.

Consider Approving Claims #79252 Through #79308 and
Electronic Claims #1497 Through #1501 for Payment

B.

Consider Approving Request for Public Outdoor Event Permit
Application from the Vadnais Heights Farmers’ Market for June 17
through October 14, 2020

C.

Consider Amending the 2020 Regular City Council Meeting
Calendar

D.

Consider Approving Staff’s Short-Term Adjustments to Bring the
City into Compliance with the State’s Pay Equity, effective June 7,
2020

E.

Consider Approval of an Amendment to the Creekview 2nd
Addition Development Agreement

F.

Consider Approval of Dakota REIT Development Agreement

G.

Consider Approval of COVID-19 Preparedness Plan.”

Ayes – 5

Nays – 0

The resolution was adopted.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Mayor Gunderson noted that she is working with staff to harvest technology to try to make it easier
for people to speak virtually on items not on our Council agendas if they are not comfortable
coming to a meeting in person. Gunderson opened the floor to the public at 7:06 p.m.
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Heather Gustafson, 99 Southwood Drive, thanked the Council for allowing her time to speak about
the recent Resolution – Open Minnesota which was passed by the Council at its last meeting and
thanked them for the opportunity to go over on time. She read a couple statements on behalf of
some neighbors that wanted to inform the Council of their disappointment that the Council made
the decision to approve a resolution on behalf of the businesses and residents of Vadnais Heights
without allowing any time for the people to speak about the resolution before the Council acted on
it. She noted that she will be reading some statements from residents who did not feel comfortable
attending the meeting. Gustafson said she thought it was appropriate for the Mayor to write a
letter, however, she disagrees with some of it, and said that it is not appropriate to pass a public
resolution without the public and business community not being aware of it. She asked whose
interest the resolution serves and if the business community didn’t want this, and the public wasn’t
aware of it, who were the Council representing?
A letter from a VH residence, Beverly Hall, no notice of this resolution prior to the start of the
meeting and no time for the public to weigh in and no survey taken of VH residents. She said that
the Council should give the community an opportunity to hear from them before they take action
on behalf of their citizens. She read statements from others including: Cindy Colova, Anna Sterk,
Jennifer Danielson and Stephanie Stark about the Council’s action on the resolution.
Council Member Urban responded and said that she said that the economy is not closed, and asked
if she has ran that statement past other businesses. He asked what facts he took out of context.
Gustafson said a lot of them were cherry picked. Urban and Gustafson debated the statements in
the resolution and other pandemic related issues.
Mayor Gunderson thanked Gustafson for coming in to offer a counterview of what happened and
said that she stands behind the vote they took last week. She said there is clearly passionate feelings
about this on both opinions. It’s disappointing that this turned into a divisive issue in our City.
Council Member Johnson thanked Gustafson for coming into the meeting and said that it took a
lot of courage and she stated herself very nicely. He said that Gustafson mentioned his comments
about businesses and he said that his comments were from his discussions with local businesses.
He said although not scientific he did have a basis for some of his comments. We didn’t think it
would be as divisive as it has been. He apologized for that.
Gunderson said that a lot of residents think it is very irresponsible for the Council to pass the
resolution but others think it was a good thing to do and it illustrates the divide. It is important to
understand that when people say you don’t listen there is always another voice.
Council Member Morse noted that he is a liaison with White Bear Lake Chamber and he works
with business owners and he is very worried about businesses. He also thanked Gustafson for
coming in.
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Gunderson read a statement from someone who couldn’t be at the meeting because they were
uncomfortable coming in. Resident Erik Goebel, 925 Heritage Court East, expressed
disappointment in the words and action taken by the Council at their meeting on May 5th.
Urban read a couple things from Next Door posts about opening up businesses and making small
businesses thrive again.
Morse stated he has been working with the Chamber and they have very specific detailed plans
they have put in place to help businesses with putting best practices in place.
There being no one else that wished to speak, Gunderson closed Open to the Public at 7:36 p.m.
PRESENTATION(S):
A.

Rush Line BRT Project
Community/Development Director Wall introduced Andy Gitzlaff, Ramsey County.
Gitzlaff gave a PowerPoint presentation on the history and status of the Rush Line BRT
Project. His presentation included an updated project timeline. Gitzlaff noted that the
project has reached another milestone. The project is now about 2 years into the
environmental analysis phase and as part will be looking for clearance from the Federal
Government to begin advanced engineering to do the Environmental Assessment and will
also be working on preliminary engineering and having ongoing public engagement. He
previewed the two station site in the City: Buerkle Road and County Road E Stations and
the Park and Ride lot at the County Road E Station.
Gitzlaff noted that at this milestone, Ramsey County, is requesting support from the
municipalities along the BRT line, and are asking that the agencies provide a resolution of
support for the 15 percent plans. Gitzlaff noted that the City Council will have additional
opportunities to provide comments during the EA public comment period which is
anticipated to begin December 2020 and then on the subsequent 30, 60 and 90 percent
phase of the project.
Council Member Urban asked how the City’s decision either way affect the project as a
whole, as far as the resolution in front of them. Gitzlaff responded that the resolution in
front of the Council at this meeting is being brought to the City Council by the County as
an acknowledgement of the project to date. Gitzlaff noted that it does have meaning and
that it is very important to have the partners support. Urban asked if the action being taken
by the Council at this meeting binding to the City moving forwards.
Urban asked for clarification on the intersection of County Road E and Highway 61 and
what will be happening to the right turn lanes. Gitzlaff noted that at this time traffic makes
the turn and moves into Highway 61 and often at higher speeds. Urban asked if this is a
finished project. Gitzlaff responded that it is not a finished project, and that it will continue
to evolve as planning is completed. Urban noted that there had been meetings in the past
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about how much parking is available at that location. He said that at one point the County
was going to look at ways to provide additional parking at that site. He said he has very
significant concerns about losing another 70 spots when there was already a problem at
that site. Gitzlaff noted that that is why they did a parking study. He noted that work is
going to be done as part of the Sports Center will provide an additional 50 spots. He said
that they will continue to look at parking as option at this site. Urban said he doesn’t think
he can support making 50 new spots but taking 70 away.
Urban then asked about public safety. He said he doesn’t think they take public safety
seriously and that there is not enough done to ensure safety on the buses.
Council Member Johnson thanked Gitzlaff for coming. Johnson noted that the Council had
looked at restriping the parking in a way to create additional spaces. Gitzlaff said that there
is some balancing out, but he doesn’t have a net number, but they are showing that they
will gain some additional spots, just not sure it’s a net 70. He said that most of the parking
usage by transit will occur during the day. Johnson asked for clarification at some point in
time. Johnson also suggested moving the stations stop further south from the intersection
to allow cars to slow down. Johnson said that he would support the design at 15%.
Council Member Youker asked when the parking study was done and if the dome was in
operation at that time. Gitzlaff replied no it wasn’t and that they had to make some
assumptions and look at a previous parking study. He said one thing they will want to do,
once the TCO sports garden is put in place, take another look at the parking at that time
and whether any adjustments need to be made. Youker asked how the County can assure
that the sports complex won’t be using the spots during high business hours. Gitzlaff said
that the County will monitor the usage and that would be ongoing activity in an operations
plan. Youker also asked if the project would consider putting the north bound transit station
on the other side of County Road E thereby opening up the right turn lane. Gitzlaff
responded that they did look at that option but that they are trying to minimize the amount
of times people would have to cross the road.
Council Member Morse said to keep in mind parking since people won’t be able to park in
White Bear Lake and those riders may park in Vadnais Heights.
Gunderson said she will support the resolution. She asked how frequent the buses would
be running through. Gitzlaff replied every 10 minutes during rush hour and then every 15
minutes throughout the day and at night every ½ hour.
B.

Proclamation of National EMS Week - May 17-23, 2020
Mayor Gunderson read the following proclamation:
PROCLAMATION
EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES WEEK
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WHEREAS, providing emergency medical services (EMS) is a critical public
service; and
WHEREAS, EMS teams in Minnesota include emergency physicians, physician
assistants, emergency nurses, paramedics, emergency medical technicians, emergency
medical responders, firefighters, law enforcement personnel, emergency medical
dispatchers, educators, and administrators; and
WHEREAS, the lead agency for EMS in Minnesota is the Emergency Medical
Services Regulatory Board; and
WHEREAS, members of EMS teams are ready to provide lifesaving care to those
in need 24 hours a day, seven days a week; and
WHEREAS, the city of Vadnais Heights recognizes the dedication and service of
EMS providers.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Vadnais Heights City
Council formally designates May 17-23, 2020 as Emergency Medical Services (EMS)
Week in the City of Vadnais Heights.
C.

Proclamation of National Public Works Week - May 17-23, 2020
Council Member Johnson read the following proclamation:
PROCLAMATION
NATIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK
WHEREAS, public works services are important to the health, safety, and wellbeing of Vadnais Heights citizens; and
WHEREAS, these services can only be provided through dedicated public works
professionals – including government and private sector employees who oversee water
distribution, water treatment, wastewater treatment, sewer systems, equipment services,
public properties, solid waste systems, city streets, and water utilities; and
WHEREAS, the support and understanding of an informed citizenry is vital to the
efficient operation of public works systems; and
WHEREAS, the year 2020 marks the 60th Annual Notional Public Works Week
sponsored by the American Public Works Association.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that I, Heidi Gunderson, Mayor of
Vadnais Heights, do hereby proclaim May 17 through May 23, 2020 as this year’s Public
Works Week in Vadnais Heights, Minnesota, in recognition of the contributions of public
works employees and the services they provide.
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D.

Proclamation of June 1, 2020 as High School Senior Recognition Day
Mayor Gunderson read the following proclamation:
PROCLAMATION
JUNE 1, 2020 AS HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR RECOGNITION DAY
WHEREAS, June marks the month of graduation for high school seniors across the
country; and
WHEREAS, more than 950 students will graduate virtually from four schools in
Mounds View Public Schools: The Area Learning Center, Irondale High School, Mounds
View High School and Reach Transition Program on May 28 and June 1; and
WHEREAS, the White Bear Lake School IDS 916 has 564 graduating on June 5,
2020 (South Campus, Area Learning Center, Transition Ed Center) and all students who
attend 916 are eligible to participate in their home districts commencement ceremony; and
WHEREAS, Graduation is typically a time to gather and celebrate this important
milestone together; and
WHEREAS, it is important to acknowledge the challenging situations being
presented to graduating seniors and honor their hard work; and
WHEREAS, we encourage families, friends and neighbors to take some time to
safely congratulate those graduates in their communities, recognize their achievements and
honor them and their journey of education.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Heidi Gunderson, Mayor of the City of Vadnais Heights,
on behalf of the residents and businesses of Vadnais Heights, do hereby proclaim June 1,
2020, as ‘High School Senior Recognition Day’ within the City of Vadnais Heights.

E.

Proclamation National Police Week, May 10-16, 2020
Morse read a proclamation proclaiming the week of May 10-16, 2020 as National Police
Week.
PROCLAMATION
NATIONAL POLICE WEEK
To recognize National Police Week 2020 and to honor the service and sacrifice of those
law enforcement officers killed in the line of duty while protecting our communities and
safeguarding our democracy.
WHEREAS, there are more than 800,000 law enforcement officers serving in
communities across the United States, including the dedicated members of the Ramsey
County Sheriff’s Office; and
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WHEREAS, there have been 58,866 assaults against law enforcement officers in
2018, resulting in approximately 18,005 injuries; and
WHEREAS, since the first recorded death in 1786, more than 22,000 law
enforcement officers in the United States have made the ultimate sacrifice and been killed
in the line of duty, and
WHEREAS, the names of these dedicated public servants are engraved on the walls
of the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial in Washington, DC; and
WHEREAS, 307 new names of fallen heroes are being added to the National Law
Enforcement Officers Memorial this spring, including 135 officers killed in 2019 and 172
officers killed in previous years; and
WHEREAS, the service and sacrifice of all officers killed in the line of duty were
honored during the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund’s 32nd virtual
Annual Candlelight Vigil, on the evening of May 13, 2020; and
WHEREAS, the Candlelight Vigil is part of National Police Week, which took
place this year on May 10-16; and
WHEREAS, May 15 is designated as Peace Officers Memorial Day, in honor of all
fallen officers and their families and U.S. flags should be flown at half-staff.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that I, Mayor Heidi Gunderson, on
behalf of the City of Vadnais Heights formally designates May 10-16, 2020, as Police
Week in, and publicly salutes the service of law enforcement officers in our community
and in communities across the nation.
PUBLIC HEARINGS
A.

Planning Case 20-008: Minor Variance at 3464 Rice Street
Planning/Community Development Director Wall noted that the applicant has withdrawn
its request for the minor variance at 3464 Rice Street.

B.

Consider Setting Assessment Rates for the 2020 Street Improvements Project
Public Works Director/City Engineer Farrell reviewed the requirements of a special
assessment and the process. Scott Haupt, SEH, reviewed the various components of the
project and the proposed improvements which will include reclaiming bituminous surfaces,
minor utility reports, minor storm sewer improve, minor curb repair, pedestrian ramp
reconstruction, placing new bituminous surface and restoration.
Farrell reviewed the assessment policy which was adopted by the Council in 1993. He said
that staff are recommending that the City Council adopt a lower interest rate of 6%. He
noted that less than 50% of the costs will be assessed to properties. Farrell noted that they
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have reached out to do an independent benefits analysis, have made contact, but have not
done that, but if the City does do one there would be additional expenses incurred. Farrell
said that to date nobody has contacted his office about the offer of delaying the assessment
due to COVID-19 pandemic or for a senior deferral. Farrell said that at this time, no one
has contacted him about an appeal. Farrell reviewed staff’s recommendation that the
Council hold and close the public hearing, accept any written appeals, and adoption of the
prepared assessment roll as presented and award the project to Bituminous Roadways and
approve entering into a contract with SEH for construction services for Improvement 202001 at an estimated hourly cost not to exceed $153,200.
Mayor Gunderson opened the public hearing at 8:35 p.m.
Teresa Lendway, 3343 Vadnais Court, noted that they have a fire hydrant in their cul-desac and there is always a puddle and her driveway is crumbling because of the standing
water. She noted that she has called a few times because of fire hydrant leaks. Farrell
noted that often time’s cul-de-sacs are just too flat. He said that staff have observed the
damage in the cul-de-sac and will do additional curb and cutter in that area to encourage
better drainage.
There being not one else that wished to speak, Gunderson closed the Public Hearing at 8:37
p.m.
Upon motion by Urban, seconded by Johnson, it was
20-05-088

“RESOLVED, that the Council adopts the Assessment Roll for the 2020-1
Street Improvement Project as presented including: Arcade Street – Belland
Avenue to County Road E, Primrose Court – Primrose Path to west cul-desac, Wildflower Court – Primrose Path to east cul-de-sac, Tessier Trail –
300’ north of Tessier Circle to 350’ south of cul-de-sac, Lambert Creek
Lane – Bear Avenue South to east cul-de-sac, and Thomas Court – Lambert
Creek Lane to south cul-de-sac.”
Ayes – 5

Nays – 0

The resolution was adopted.
Upon motion by Johnson, seconded by Morse, it was
20-05-089

“RESOLVED that the Council accepts the bid tabulation for the 2020-01
Street Improvement Project as presented and awards a contract to
Bituminous Roadways, Inc. in the amount of $540,261.58 and that the
Mayor and the City Administrator are hereby authorized and directed to
enter into a contract with Bituminous Roadways, Inc.; and that the City
awards a Field Construction Services contract to S.E.H. at an hourly not-toexceed cost of $153,200.”
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Ayes – 5

Nays - 0

The resolution was adopted.
C.

Assessment Hearing and Bid Award for 2020-03 County Road D Project
Public Works Director/City Engineer Farrell reviewed the 2020-03 County Road D Project
which is a cooperative project being led by the City of Little Canada and is a partnership
with Ramsey County, Little Canada and Vadnais Heights. Cristina Mlejnek, Bolton &
Menk project manager, noted that the north half of the project is in the City of Vadnais
Heights and the proposed improvements go from a rural section to an urban section and
will include a bituminous trail. She said that there will be a storm sewer extension to
Greenbrier which is fully funded by the County and the City of Little Canada. She said
that the Vadnais Heights share of the project costs will be $158,200 including the
contingency fees and soft costs. She noted that assessments to the adjacent properties will
be in the amount of $79,100 and state aid funds in the amount of $129,700. Farrell noted
that he has received one phone call from someone who wanted to say that they are in
support of the project and passed on some ideas on concrete versus tar and on street
lighting.
Mayor Gunderson opened the Public Hearing at 8:51 pm. There being no one that wished
to speak, Gunderson closed the Public Hearing at 8:52 pm. Gunderson noted that there
were no written appeals.
Upon motion by Youker, seconded by Johnson, it was
20-05-090

“RESOLVED, that the Council adopts the Resolution Adopting the
Assessment Roll for the 2020-03 County Road D Project as presented.”
Ayes – 5

Nays – 0

The resolution was adopted.
OLD BUSINESS
A.

Extending the Mayor Declared Local Emergency
City Administrator Watson reviewed staff’s request that the Council extend the local
emergency until the Governor declares the emergency over. Watson noted that this will
allow the City Administrator the authority to spend when needed due to the COVID-19
pandemic and for the Council or committees to meet virtually. Watson noted that he hasn’t
needed to spend a whole lot but the City has taken advantage of the virtual meetings. He
would like to maintain the City’s ability to ensure that we would be eligible funding from
the feds and the state. Council Member Urban said that he supports extending the
emergency but he would like a sunset date on it. Mayor Gunderson said that the City can
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always revisit it but if the Council wants it to sunset, she would prefer the sunset date being
set for after Labor Day. Urban said he would rather it sunset in 60 days.
Upon motion by Urban, seconded by Morse, it was
20-05-091

“RESOLVED that the Council adopts a Resolution Extending the MayorDeclared Local Emergency until July 22, 2020.”
Ayes – 5

Nays – 0

The resolution was approved.
NEW BUSINESS
A.

Consider Approval of a Resolution Granting Flexibility to Local Businesses
City Administrator Watson noted that they have seen a few cities grant flexibility to local
businesses (restaurants and bars) to extend patios into parking lots or sidewalks with
permission of the property owners, this could allow them to expand operation and maintain
social distancing. Watson noted that the establishments would need to apply and there
would be no cost. Wall said that the application and approval process can be done
administratively and there would be no need for Council action. Urban and Gunderson
both stated that this is a good thing to do. Watson added that this would also allow
flexibility for drive-ups and drive thrus.
Upon motion by Youker, seconded by Morse, it was
20-05-092

“RESOLVED that the Council adopts a Resolution Granting Flexibility for
Local Businesses during Declared Local Emergency for COVID – 19.”
Ayes – 5

Nays – 0

The resolution was approved.
B.

Consider Awarding a Contract for the 2020 Street Improvements Project
See Item #10B above.

C.

Consider Awarding a Contract for the County Road D Improvement Project
See Item #10C above.

D.

2020 Street Crack Sealing Program
Public Works Director/City Engineer Farrell noted that the City solicited from five
contractor’s quotes for 2020 Crack Sealing work. Three quotes were received, Allied
Blacktop Company, Astech Corp, and Fahrner Asphalt Sealers LLC. Farrell noted that the
2020 Adopted Budget for various street maintenance activities is $110,000 so the City
should have sufficient budget to complete this work.
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Upon motion by Johnson, seconded by Morse, it was
20-05-093

“RESOVED that the Council award a contract to Astech Corp in the amount
of $62,500 ($1.25 per pound).”
Ayes – 5

Nays – 0

The resolution was adopted.
E.

Consider Parks and Recreation – Programming and Events, Summer 2020
Assistant City Administrator Sandvik gave an update on the summer Parks and Rec
programming and upcoming events. He reviewed registration over the last few years. He
noted that the City is at the point where it needs to postpone or cancel some of its events.
He said that staff are recommending that the City postpone or cancel the Ice Cream Social
and allow staff to administratively make decisions regarding cancelling some
events/activities to allow greater flexibility. Sandvik noted that staff are also
recommending that the Council establish June 17th as the date that a decision would need
to be made regarding Heritage Days which is scheduled for mid-August. A final decision
would be brought before the Council at its June 16th meeting.
Council Member Youker asked if there is a way to do the Music in the Park in a way that
would allow social distancing. Sandvik replied in principal, perhaps, but for now we could
only have groups of 10 and under. Sandvik said that if the Governor’s order says a
gathering must be 50 people and under the City must consider the liability it would take
on.
Mayor Gunderson said the City will have to postpone the Ice Cream Social, and perhaps
hold it later in the summer because it is so well attended. She said she supports making a
decision at the June 16th Council meeting. Council Member Urban encouraged getting
stuff back on line as soon as we can especially outdoor programs and events which should
be a safe place to be.
Gunderson said that staff have done a great job and have been very creative. She asked if
staff are looking for direction on how to handle events moving forward and that other than
the big stuff, she thinks handling it administratively seems to be the way to do it. Sandvik
questioned what would become the City’s liability if it did rent out a soccer field for
someone that says there will only be 9 people, does it become our job to police them. He
said that the City is not staffed to monitor all the CDC guidelines. Sandvik noted that staff
are looking to be able to make some decisions administratively 30 days out but that larger
items such as Heritage Days would be brought before the Council for a decision.
Sandvik thanked Katie Everett, Parks and Rec Supervisor, and Jessica Currier, Parks &
Rec Administrative Assistant, on the amount of time they’ve been working on this.
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Gunderson said they have done a good job being creative and keeping the community
engaged.
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F.

Rush Line Bus Rapid Transit: support of 15 Percent Plans
Planning/Community Development Director Wall noted that there is a resolution before
the Council supporting the 15% Plans for the proposed bus rapid transit line within Vadnais
Heights.
Council Member Urban said he would like to add a couple bullet points to the Resolution.
He said he would like to encourage a no net loss of parking and encourage a safety and
security plan by the next time they come before the Council and encourage all right turn
lanes be unobstructed. Mayor Gunderson said the language regarding right hand turns
fundamentally changes their plans and it’s not fair to hinge the resolution on that at this
time. Urban said his proposed language is just guidance.
Upon motion by Urban,
20-05-094

“RESOLVED that the Council approve the Resolution with the following
bullet points being added: that there be no net loss of parking; that a safety
and security plan developed by the next time the project comes before the
Council; and that the right turn lanes not be obstructed.”

Andy Gitzlaff, Ramsey County, asked that the Council build some flexibility into the action
perhaps by saying the project should explore no net loss of parking at the rec center and
consider changing the right turn lanes. He said they need more coordination with tenants
on any of the parking changes and would rather bring it back at a later time during the
design process. Urban said in order for any consideration of the resolution it should be
noted that the action taken by the Council at this time is not binding. He also said he feels
it’s a bit of a safety issue to have an obstruction on the turn lanes on Highway 61. Council
Member Johnson asked if Urban would consider using the word consider.
Council Member Morse asked at what point the Rush Line project would be transitioning
over to the Metropolitan Council. Gitzlaff replied probably April of 2021. Gunderson
asked if Gitzlaff is comfortable with Urban’s proposed language changes. Gitzlaff noted
that he is still a little concerned about a no net loss of parking and what that entails. He
would suggest that that not be a strict condition.
Upon motion by Urban to amend his previous motion, seconded by Johnson, it was
20-05-094

“RESOLVED that the Council approves the Resolution of Support for the
Rush Line Bus Rapid Transit Project 15 Percent Plans within the City of
Vadnais Heights with the following points added: that the City encourages
the County to explore ways to find a no net loss of parking at the Sports
14

Center sight; encourage the Ramsey County to bring to a future Council
meeting a safety and security plan; and that the Council encourages the
County to explore the opportunity of having no right turn lane obstructions
on Highway 61.”
Ayes – 5

Nays – 0

The resolution was adopted.
COUNCIL AND DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Assistant City Administrator Sandvik mentioned that the Council will hear consideration of
Commons at the next workshop.
Public Works Director/City Engineering Farrell noted that the work on the Oak Creek box culvert
and Branch 5 cost about $200,000. Made some good demonstrable progress. He thanked the
Council for moving forward all the construction projects and this year they are doing triple the
amount of road work as last year.
Council Member Youker thanked those residents that reached out via email concerning the
resolution. A majority of them have been in support and she appreciates that she had a chance to
address them personally.
Council Member Urban said that he ran into the mayor of Mendota Heights where At Home
apartments has a development. The Mayor spoke very highly of their company and the
development. He said that he had a lot of people reach out to him about the resolution, and there
was a lot of support from government and residents.
Council Member Johnson thanked Ms. Gustafson for her comments on the resolution.
Mayor Gunderson noted that she too received a lot of communication about the resolution that was
passed and has read a lot of online comments. There are opinions both for and against. She said it
should never be our goal to cause discord to our community. She encouraged Council Members
to get any proposed resolutions to staff by Thursday, the week before a meeting, so there is interest
in transparency moving forward. She encouraged people to be kind and understanding and
respectful.
A motion was made by Johnson that the meeting be adjourned at 9:53 p.m. Seconded by Youker.
Meeting adjourned.
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Accounts Payable
Checks by Date - Detail By Check Date

Printed: 05/28/2020 15:22
Detail
Check Amount

Check Date: 06/02/2020
Check No: 79309
AlHydrau
A-1 Hydraulic
Vendor:
0122042-IN
Hydraulic Hose for Sander

05/05/2020

Check Date: 06/02/2020
Check No: 79310
AlerusRe
Alerus Retirement & Benefits
Vendor:
C93372
April 2020 COBRA

05/05/2020

Check Date: 06/02/2020
Check No: 79311
BatteriP
Batteries Plus Bulbs
Vendor:
Backup Batts.
P25277935
P25277935
Late Fee

03/18/2020
03/18/2020

Check No: 79312
Check Date: 06/02/2020
Bolander
Bolander
Vendor:
Haul Out Street Sweepings
45162

05/15/2020

Check Date: 06/02/2020
Check No: 79313
Bolton
Bolton & Menk, Inc
Vendor:
Comprehensive Plan Amendments
0250062

04/27/2020

Check Date: 06/02/2020
Check No: 79314
CentraPe
Central Pension Fund
Vendor:
Pay Period Ending 05/08/2020
050820

05/08/2020

Check Date: 06/02/2020
Check No: 79315
CenturyL
Century Link
Vendor:
6517660969 3595 Arcade St 05/10/20-06/09/20
6514901799 305 Woodridge Dr 05/13/20-06/12/20

05/10/2020
05/13/2020

Check Date: 06/02/2020
Check No: 79316
Cintas
Cintas
Vendor:
4050214464 05/12/2020
4050796685 05/19/2020
4050652783
Cleaning/Sanitizing Services

05/12/2020
05/19/2020
05/15/2020

Check Date: 06/02/2020
Check No: 79317
Vendor:
CityStPa
City of St. Paul
13 Ton Bituminous Patching
IN41202

05/12/2020

Check Date: 06/02/2020
Check No: 79318
Comcast
Comcast
Vendor:
05/20/2020-06/ l 9/2020 Cable Service
051020
Cable TV
051320

05/10/2020
05/13/2020

Check Date: 06/02/2020
Check No: 79319
Connexus Energy
Connexus
Vendor:
050820
Service Dates 04/0l /2020-05/01/2020
050820
Service Dates 04/01 /2020-05/0 I /2020
Service Dates 04/01/2020-05/01/2020
050820

05/08/2020
05/08/2020
05/08/2020

Check No: 79320
Check Date: 06/02/2020
Daleo
Daleo
Vendor:
Sanitizer Dispensers (COVID-19)
3601993
Aerosol Steriphene (COVID-19)
3609833
Soap Dispenser (COVID-19)
3607400
Sanitizer (COVID-19)
3607031

04/23/2020
05/11/2020
05/05/2020
05/05/2020

Check No: 79321
Check Date: 06/02/2020
Vendor:
DellMark
Dell Marketing LP
Everett Monitors
1039279993

05/12/2020

Check Total:

62.82
62.82

Check Total:

60.00
60.00

Check Total:

55.90
1.69
57.59

Check Total:

3,978.00
3,978.00

Check Total:

171.00
171.00

Check Total:

180.00
180.00

Check Total:

57.33
47.23
104.56

Check Total:

129.19
129.19
1,042.30
1,300.68

Check Total:

846.82
846.82

Check Total:

6.27
27.17
33.44

Check Total:

724.59
1,930.10
551.46
3,206.15

Check Total:

98.00
55.00
44.00
303.00
500.00
294.82
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8B
Kevin P. Watson
City Administrator

The City of Vadnais Heights
800 East County Road E
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

651.204.6010 Phone
651.204.6110 Fax
kevin.watson@cityvadnaisheights.com

Memorandum:
TO:

Mayor Gunderson and Council Members

FROM:

Kevin P. Watson, City Administrator

DATE:

June 2, 2020

SUBJECT:

Amended 2020 City Calendar

Requested Council Action
Approve the proposed Amended 2020 Official City Calendar.
Background
The 2020 Calendar was approved by the Council at its December 17, 2019 and amended at its May 19,
2020 meeting. The approved calendar established the first meeting in July to be held on July 7 (the July
4th week). Staff are recommending that this meeting be cancelled.
.
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Nolan W. Wall, AICP
Planning/Community Development Director

The City of Vadnais Heights
800 East County Road E
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

651.204.6027 Phone
651.204.6100 Fax
nolan.wall@cityvadnaisheights.com

Memorandum:
TO:

Mayor Gunderson and City Council Members

FROM:

Nolan Wall, Planning/Community Development Director

DATE:

June 2, 2020

SUBJECT:

Request for Council Action: Planning Case 20-007
Variance: 1000 Labore Industrial Court
Ink Partnership

Recommended Council Action
Adopt the attached resolution approving the variance request.
Description of the Request
The applicant/property owner is requesting a variance from the applicable standards for construction of a
new driveway on the subject property.
Discussion
The City is using its quasi-judicial authority when considering action on zoning requests and has limited
discretion; a determination regarding whether or not the request meets the applicable code standards is
required.
Action Timeline
Received
04/22/2020

Complete
04/27/2020

60-day Deadline
06/26/2020

Extension
N/A

120-day Deadline
08/25/2020

Background
The subject property contains an existing office-warehouse building. The existing driveway from Labore
Industrial Court serving the main building entrance and parking lot is located on the adjacent unaddressed
parcel to the east, which was recently sold by the applicant/property owner to the property owner of 3235
Labore Industrial Court. As a result, a new driveway is required to provide direct access to the subject
property in close proximity to the existing driveway.
Planning Commission Recommendation
The Planning Commission recommended unanimous approval of the requests in this case. The staff
report, including the application materials, is attached; DRAFT minutes will be provided prior to the
meeting.
Action Requested
If the City Council desires to implement the Planning Commission’s recommendation, pass a motion to
adopt A RESOLUTION APPROVING A VARIANCE AT 1000 LABORE INDUSTRIAL COURT.
June 2, 2020 City Council Memorandum: Planning Case 20-007
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Any consideration by the City Council to deny the proposed requests in this case requires adopting a
resolution including findings of fact supporting the decision. As a result, staff would recommend that the
City Council discuss the required findings and pass a motion to (1) TABLE THE REQUEST; AND (2)
DIRECT STAFF TO EXTEND THE APPLICATION REVIEW PERIOD AN ADDITIONAL 60 DAYS,
IN COMPLIANCE WITH MINN. STAT. SEC. 15.99; AND (3) PREPARE A RESOLUTION OF
DENIAL FOR CONSIDERATION AT AN UPCOMIMG MEETING.
This matter requires a simple majority vote.
Attachments:
• Resolution of Approval
• Staff report, including supporting materials

June 2, 2020 City Council Memorandum: Planning Case 20-007

Page 2

CITY OF VADNAIS HEIGHTS
COUNTY OF RAMSEY
STATE OF MINNESOTA
RESOLUTION NO. 20-06-_____
A RESOLUTION APPROVING A VARIANCE AT
1000 LABORE INDUSTRIAL COURT
WHEREAS, Ink Partnership has applied for a variance as proposed in Planning Case 20007 and described in Exhibit A; and
WHEREAS, a public hearing on this matter was held by the Planning Commission on
May 26, 2020.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF VADNAIS HEIGHTS to approve the variance request as proposed in Planning Case 20-007
based on the following finding of fact:
1. The existing uses are permitted in the Industrial District and are compliant with the 2040
Comprehensive Plan.
2. The existing driveway serving the main building entrance/parking lot is located on an
adjacent parcel that was recently sold to an adjoining property owner and an access
easement was not established.
3. The existing building’s location and parking lot orientation are practical difficulties that do
not allow a new driveway on the subject property to meet the 40-foot separation standard
from the existing driveway.
4. Labore Industrial Court is a cul-de-sac serving only five industrial properties and has low
traffic volumes, which mitigates any potential traffic safety issues resulting from the
location of the proposed driveway access.
5. The proposed driveway establishes direct access to the subject property in close proximity
to the former access and will not alter the essential character of the area.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
VADNAIS HEIGHTS to approve the variance request as proposed in Planning Case 20-007 with
the following conditions:
1. A zoning permit shall be submitted prior to commencement of any construction activities
on the subject property, to be reviewed/approved administratively.
2. The driveway apron shall be constructed of concrete, including curb and gutter.
3. Bituminous removal shall be at least two-feet-wide, using proper saw-cutting.
4. The driveway shall be constructed in compliance with the applicable code standards, to be
reviewed/approved administratively as part of the zoning permit.
5. The property owner shall re-plant any vegetation removed to construct the driveway, to be
reviewed/approved administratively.
This Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted and was signed by the Mayor and attested
to by the City Administrator this 2nd day of June, 2020.

Attest:
Heidi Gunderson, Mayor
Kevin Watson, City Administrator
(SEAL)

EXHIBIT A
Parcel ID: 333022340024
SECTION 33, TOWN 30, RANGE 22
PART OF THE N 10 ACRES OF PART OF S 1/2 OF SW 1/4 LYING ELY OF HWY 35E &
WLY OF FOL DESC LINE; COM AT A PT ON WL OF LABORE RD AND THEN N L OF S
1/2 OF SW 1/4 THEN W ON NL OF SD N 10 ACRES 360 FT TO BEG OF SD L THEN S AT
RA TO SL OF SD 10 ACRES AND THERE.

Nolan W. Wall, AICP
Planning/Community Development Director

The City of Vadnais Heights
800 East County Road E
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

651.204.6027 Phone
651.204.6100 Fax
nolan.wall@cityvadnaisheights.com

Memorandum:
TO:

Chair Cordes and Planning Commission Members

FROM:

Nolan Wall, Planning/Community Development Director

DATE:

May 26, 2020

SUBJECT:

Staff Report: Planning Case 20-007
Variance: 1000 Labore Industrial Court
Ink Partnership

Description of the Request
The applicant/property owner is requesting a variance from the applicable standards for construction of a
new driveway on the subject property. City Code Chapter 38, Article II, Section 38-38(a) allows
departures from the literal provisions of the Code by the granting of a variance.
Discussion
The City is using its quasi-judicial authority when considering action on zoning requests and has limited
discretion; a determination regarding whether or not the request meets the applicable code standards is
required.
Action Timeline
Received
04/22/2020

Complete
04/27/2020

60-day Deadline
06/26/2020

Extension
N/A

120-day Deadline
08/25/2020

The application and supporting materials were received on April 22 and the applicant was notified in
writing on April 24 that the application was incomplete. Upon receipt of the required additional materials,
the request was determined to be complete on April 27. In accordance with Minnesota Statutes Section
15.99, the required 60-day action deadline is June 26, 2020.
Development Summary
Site Size:
Zoning District:
Existing Land Use:
Adjacent Existing Land Uses:
Future Land Use:
Adjacent Future Land Uses:
Wetlands:
Staff Report: Planning Case 20-007

2.07 Acres (90,169 SF)
Industrial
Industrial
North/South/West: Industrial
East: Undeveloped
Industrial
North/South/East/West: Industrial
Western portion of the subject property
Page 1

Background
The subject property contains an existing office-warehouse building. The existing driveway from Labore
Industrial Court serving the main building entrance and parking lot is located on the adjacent unaddressed
parcel to the east, which was recently sold by the applicant/property owner to the property owner of 3235
Labore Industrial Court. As a result, a new driveway is required to provide direct access to the subject
property in close proximity to the existing driveway.
Analysis
The request in this case includes the following analysis:
Comprehensive Plan
The subject property is guided “Industrial” in the 2040 Comprehensive Plan. The existing use is permitted
within the applicable zoning district.
Variance
According to City Code Chapter 38, Article IV, Section 38-610(b)(8):
Distance between curb cuts. Driveway access curb opening on a public street except for singlefamily, two-family and townhouse dwellings shall not be located less than 40 feet from one
another.
The proposed driveway is approximately 15 feet from the existing driveway to the east and requires a 25foot variance from the applicable 40-foot separation standard. When considering the proposed variance
requests in this case, the City is required to find that:
1. The requests are in harmony with the general purposes and intent of the ordinance and comprehensive
plan and the applicant proposes to use the property in a reasonable manner.
The existing use is permitted in the Industrial District and compliant with the 2040 Comprehensive Plan.
2. The applicant establishes there are practical difficulties with complying with the ordinance due to
circumstances that are unique to the property, which are not created by the applicant or based on
economic considerations.
The existing development is currently served by two driveways from Labore Industrial Court, but was
developed across two parcels. The easterly driveway is located on an adjacent property formerly owned
by the applicant/property owner, which was recently sold to the adjoining property owner to the east.
Therefore, direct access to the existing building’s main entrance/parking lot was eliminated and an
easement was not negotiated as part of the land transaction. The applicant/property owner is requesting
the variance in order to re-establish their own access in close proximity to their former access. The existing
building’s location and parking lot orientation are practical difficulties that do not allow a new driveway
to meet the 40-foot separation standard from the existing driveway.
The driveway separation standard is intended to provide ample space between driveways to allow for
appropriate sightlines and reduce potential turning movement conflicts. Labore Industrial Court is a culde-sac serving only five industrial properties and has very low traffic volumes. The benefit of resolving
the access issue outweighs the potential safety concerns, in staff’s opinion.

Staff Report: Planning Case 20-007
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3. The requests will not alter the essential character of the locality.
The proposed driveway will not alter the essential character of the area.
Agency/Department Review
Due to the limited scope of the proposed request in this case, no formal comments were submitted by any
applicable agencies/departments.
Public Hearing Notice
City Code Chapter 38, Article II, Sections 38-38(c) requires a public hearing notice be published in the
official newspaper and mailed to property owners within 350 feet of the subject property at least ten (10)
days prior to the date of the hearing. The required notice was published in the May 7 edition of the Vadnais
Heights Press and mailed to surrounding property owners on May 15.
Recommended Commission Action
Staff recommends approval of the proposed variance request, based on the following findings of fact:
1. The existing uses are permitted in the Industrial District and are compliant with the 2040
Comprehensive Plan.
2. The existing driveway serving the main building entrance/parking lot is located on an adjacent
parcel that was recently sold to an adjoining property owner and an access easement was not
established.
3. The existing building’s location and parking lot orientation are practical difficulties that do not
allow a new driveway on the subject property to meet the 40-foot separation standard from the
existing driveway.
4. Labore Industrial Court is a cul-de-sac serving only five industrial properties and has low traffic
volumes, which mitigates any potential traffic safety issues resulting from the location of the
proposed driveway access.
5. The proposed driveway establishes direct access to the subject property in close proximity to the
former access and will not alter the essential character of the area.
Subject to the following conditions:
1. A zoning permit shall be submitted prior to commencement of any construction activities on the
subject property, to be reviewed/approved administratively.
2. The driveway apron shall be constructed of concrete, including curb and gutter.
3. Bituminous removal shall be at least two-feet-wide, using proper saw-cutting.
4. The driveway shall be constructed in compliance with the applicable code standards, to be
reviewed/approved administratively as part of the zoning permit.
5. The property owner shall re-plant any vegetation removed to construct the driveway, to be
reviewed/approved administratively.
Action Requested
Following the public hearing, the Planning Commission may consider the following actions:
1. Recommend approval of the proposed variance request, based on the findings of fact, with
conditions.
OR

Staff Report: Planning Case 20-007
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2. Recommend denial of the proposed variances request, based on the findings of fact determined by
the Planning Commission.
OR
3. Table the request and advise staff to extend the application review period an additional 60 days, in
compliance with Minn. Stat. Sec. 15.99.
Attachment(s):
• Aerial site map
• Site photos
• Applications, including supporting materials
• Public Hearing Notice

Staff Report: Planning Case 20-007
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Planning Case 20-007: 1000 Labore Industrial Court

Existing Condition

Site Photos

Case 20-007

13B
Kevin P. Watson
City Administrator

The City of Vadnais Heights
800 East County Road E
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

651.204.6010 Phone
651.204.6110 Fax
kevin.watson@cityvadnaisheights.com

Memorandum:
TO:

Mayor Gunderson and City Council Members

FROM:

Kevin P. Watson, City Administrator

DATE:

June 2, 2020

SUBJECT:

Renewal of Liquor Licenses

Recommended Council Action
Approval of the 14 individual liquor licenses as listed below in the background portion of this report for
the period July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021 be approved with no conditions.
Background
Current liquor licenses expire June 30, 2020. The renewal license period is from July 1, 2020 through June
30, 2021. Following approval from the City Council, licenses are sent to the Ramsey County Sheriff’s
Office for approval and then to the Alcohol and Gambling Enforcement Division of the Department of
Public Safety of the State of Minnesota for their approval as well.
The City requires a number of licensing materials from each licensee as follows:
• Application form(s) and fee(s) – Appropriate renewal forms cover the one-year period from July 1,
2020 through June 30, 2021.
• Proof of insurance – Insurance in the limits required by State Law need to cover the entire license
period.
• Submittal of bond – Bonds, in the amount of $3,000 for on-sale and $1,000 for off-sale covering the
entire license period.
• Fire Certificate of Occupancy Inspection – All applicants must have had a current year Fire
Certificate of Occupancy inspection and made any corrections as required by the Fire Department.
Note: due to COVID-19 pandemic, this requirement was waived by the City Council at its May 5, 2020
meeting.
• Status of property taxes and utility bills – All applicants must have paid their first half 2020 property
taxes, which were due July 15, 2020. All applicants must also be current on utility bill payments.
Staff recommend approval of the following liquor license applications:
• Chipotle Mexican Grill/Colorado LLC, dba: Chipotle Mexican Grill #876, 925 East County
Road E, #150 (On-Sale and Sunday On-Sale)
• Easy Street Liquor, Inc. dba: Easy Street Liquor, 1150 East County Road E (Off-Sale)
• Gerald Inc., dba: Jimmy’s Grille Exceptionable, 1132 East County Road E (On-Sale and
Sunday On-Sale)
• Moderna Coffee Shop, Inc., dba: Gold Liquors, 1658 County Road E East (Off-Sale)
1

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Kwik Trip, Inc. dba: Kwik Trip #152, 3278 Highway 61 N (3.2 Off-Sale)
Lakeridge Beverage, LLC dba: Lakeridge Liquor, 101 West Vadnais Boulevard (Off-Sale)
Lakes Venture, LLC dba: Fresh Thyme Farmers Market, 955 E. County Road E, Suite 130
(Off-Sale)
Lakes Ventures, LLC dba: Fresh Thyme Liquor, 955 E. County Road E, Suite 150 (3.2 Off-Sale)
TMK1 LLC dba: Macaluso’s Roadhouse, 3857 Labore Road (On-Sale and Sunday)
IG Enterprises, Inc. dba: MGM Wine & Spirits of Vadnais Heights, 1050 East Highway 96
(Off-Sale)
Civitali Restaurant Corp dba: Punch Neapolitan Pizza, 1018 Highway 96 East (3.2 On-Sale,
Sunday On-Sale, Wine On-Sale)
Villesak, LLC dba: SAK’S Sports Bar, 1460 East County Road E (On-Sale and Sunday OnSale)
Northern Tier Retail, LLC dba: Speedway #4471, 1010 East County Road E (3.2 Off-Sale)
Target Corporation dba: Target T-0751, 975 County Road E (Off-Sale)

Enclosures
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13C
Kevin P. Watson
City Administrator

The City of Vadnais Heights
800 East County Road E
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

651.204.6010 Phone
651.204.6110 Fax
kevin.watson@cityvadnaisheights.com

Memorandum:
TO:

Mayor Gunderson and City Council Members

FROM:

Kevin P. Watson, City Administrator

DATE:

June 2, 2020

SUBJECT:

Discussion on Council Vacancy

Council Direction
Advise staff and consult with community members.
Background
At the beginning of tonight’s meeting, City Council accepted the resignation of Council Member Craig
Johnson, effective May 26, 2020. Additionally, the City Council declared a vacancy with just under
seven months left to serve on the term. According to Minnesota State Statutes Section 412.02, Subd. 2a,
the City Council shall now identify a process to fill the vacancy.
Below are the options that City staff have identified for the City Council to consider:
1. Appoint an individual after an application and interview process. The City would advertise and
take applications for a period of time determined by the City Council. Subsequently, staff would
set up an interview panel process with the City Council.
2. Appoint an individual without an application or interview process.
3. Leave the position vacant. Given the proximity to the General Election, it may make sense to
allow the voters to decide the next Council Member.
Please note, due to election law, the state only holds elections (including special elections) on a handful
of dates during the year. Additionally, there is a 75 day minimum requirement to notify Election
Officials requesting a special election. As of June 2, we cannot meet that 75 day requirement for the
August Primary. This means the next (and final) eligible date for an election is November 3, 2020, the
General Election date. Please note, the General Election will have the Mayor and two Council Member
seats on the ballot, Council Member Morse and the vacant seat left by Johnson.
The eligibility requirements for City Council are as follows:
• Be an eligible voter;
• Have no other affidavit on file as candidate;
• Be at least 21 years old when assuming office; and
• Have a residence in Vadnais Heights for at least 30 days before taking office.

Mayor Gunderson and City Council Members
Page 2

At this time, staff is planning to bring this back for discussion at the June 16 City Council Workshop.
Between now and then, staff will be consulting with experts to refine the options described above. It’s
also recommended that the City Council engage the community in one-on-one conversations to see what
the preference of the community might be.
One thing to consider, this process will be different than past vacancies since we are currently in the
middle of the COVID pandemic. City Council may want to consider the level of interest by individuals
to participate in an interview process considering there could be apprehension to participate in an inperson interview. Additionally, since we are now meeting full-time in person, you may have reluctance
from some individuals to participate in our bi-weekly Council meetings. I bring this up as food for
thought as the pool of candidates may or may not be impacted by this.
In conclusion, this is merely a discussion item with no recommendation other than a request for
direction if you would like staff to explore something. This is certainly a unique vacancy with both
COVID and the proximity to the General Election adding unique nuances to this policy decision.
Attachments:
• City Attorney memo

