Chairperson
To be appointed (pending approval- 2.22.21)
Vice-Chairperson
To be appointed 2.22.21

The City of Vadnais Heights
800 East County Road E
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127
Phone: 651.204.6000

Parks/ Recreation and Trails Commission
Kent Hokens
William Johnson
Michael Werner
Toby FitzSimons
Kari Hauck
Gerald Baldridge
Erinn Robovsky
Kelly Jozwowski, 1st Alternate
Judy Lissick, 2nd Alternate
Steve Rogers, Council Liaison
Tim Sandvik, Staff Liaison
Katie Everett, Staff Liaison
Nolan Wall, Community Development Director

MEETING OF THE
PARK, RECREATION & TRAILS COMMISSION
Monday, February 22, 2021 - 6:30 p.m.
HOSTED VIA ZOOM: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84072560398

AGENDA
1. Roll Call
2. Approve minutes of October 19, 2020 meeting
3. Review Commission/Commissioner Roles – (Sandvik)
A. Appoint Chair, Vice Chair
4. Park Dedication Recommendations – Bluebird Grove PUD – (Wall, Sandvik)
5. Brief 2020 Review – Looking Ahead 2021 (Everett)
6. Park Benches
7. Other Items
A. Commissioner requests - Commission Updates
B. Staff updates
8. Set next Meeting – April 2021
9. Adjourn

Chairperson
Kent Hokens - absent

The City of Vadnais Heights
800 East County Road E
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127
Phone: 651.204.6000

Vice-Chairperson
Kari Hauck
Parks/ Recreation and Trails Commission
Sue DeGardner
Beth Jensen
William Johnson
Michael Werner - absent
Toby FitzSimons - absent
Erinn Robovsky, 1st Alternate
Gerald Baldridge, 2nd Alternate
Bob Morse, Council Liaison
Tim Sandvik, Staff Liaison
Nolan Wall, Community Development Director

MEETING OF THE
PARK, RECREATION & TRAILS COMMISSION
Monday, October 19, 2020 - 6:30 p.m. Vadnais Heights City Hall

MINUTES
1. Roll Call
Meeting called to order at 6:32 pm
2. Approve minutes of January 27, 2020 meeting
Motion to approve the minutes made by Ms. __, second by Mr. __. Motion approved unanimously.
3. 2020 Recap – Everett
A. Recreation Updates, Special Events Updates

Ms. Everett gave an update on recreation activities. She noted that due to COVID, activities organized by
the City were halted in March. The City was able to offer youth tennis lessons this summer and held a
virtual summer camp, where weekly activity kits with a variety of activities were picked up and they also
held weekly camp session on zoom once a week. Yoga classes were held outside at the Commons. Softball
was delayed, but did get a shorter abbreviated season in. Everett noted that in the fall and winter, activities
are moved indoors but for the foreseeable future, there is limited access to the schools.
Ms. Everett noted that all public events were cancelled for the year. During Easter, they asked people to
decorate paper eggs and hang in their windows, did not ask for signups. Feedback was positive.
Ms. Everett noted that City staff have been making a bigger effort to get people out into the parks, offering
self-guided activities such as a frog call and scavenger hunts. The Halloween party was canceled, but the
City did do a scarecrow trail. Have had 13 different organizations sign up to create a scarecrow, with the
City supplying starter kits. Residents will be able to vote on the website for their favorite. A prize will be
given out to the scarecrow with the most votes. The City is also planning on holding a quick costume parade

on Halloween afternoon and the Fire Relief Association is going to be handing out treat bags. People will
need to sign up.
Ms. Everett noted that the Christmas events are on hold.
B. Kohler Meadows Playground

Ms. Everett noted that the new playground may get installed this year. The City received a grant which
allowed it to purchase more equipment for the park than originally planned. The Council is acting at its next
meeting to dedicate this playground in memory of Joe Momsen who worked with the City for 27 years.
Ms. Everett gave an update on the Westfield Park ice rink, noting that some of the boards at the rink will be
removed and the City is looking at creating a skating path.
C. Parks Entrance Signage

Ms. Everett noted that the Commission began talking about replacing parks entrance signs last year. She
reviewed a list detailing the timing for the purchase and replacement of signs at the various parks and said
they are hoping to have all the signage completed within three years. The Commission members discussed
the sign layout and design. Sandvik asked if the Commission is comfortable giving staff direction to get this
project started. ____ motion to direct staff to move forward with the purchasing of the entrance signs using
the first design with larger font for park name, seconded by __. Carried unanimously
D. Kohler Road Trail
E. 2021 Planning Wayfinding Signage

Ms. Everett talked about wayfinding signage. She showed some examples of wayfinding signage. The
Commission has been in discussion about doing some wayfinding signage. The City staff are willing to help
but need some direction. Signage that stays up forever or perhaps a sidewalk sticker and everything in
between. Liked permanent markers were preferred by the Commission.
Mr. Sandvik recommended bringing this back to the December meeting for additional discussion of what a
starting program might look like.
F.

Bridgewood. Everett noted that the tennis court was scheduled to be recoated. Had lot of interest in

doing pickle ball courts on the two tennis courts. Have a contractor lined up to do the painting. Someone
has volunteered to do some learning sessions in the spring. Will take down the tennis nets and put in a short
nets and it will now be pickle ball courts, 3 of them.
G.

Greenhaven Park update slated for 2021. Will begin that process, the beginning of 2021.

4.

Community Development Updates

Mr. Sandvik noted that there is a proposal which the Planning Commission will hear called Moore’s Vincent
Estates. The Commission discussed the development and the possibility of using park dedication fees to put a
trail or pathway in the area to connect the park.
5.

Commissioner Requests - Parks

Sandvik – Regional County Parks Security. Sheriff is going to present at the Council meeting tomorrow.

The 2021 Proposed levy, Sandvik showed the proposed budget. Off-set lower revenue with less staffing in
the summer months.
Winter program, staff will do what they can in the winter, and continue to be creative. Sandvik said that the
City has seen an increase in parks usage because people want to be outside. Staff have done some inventory.
Looking at putting in for grant funding in January or February for spring time installation of updates to the
basketball courts.
Commission member asked about cross country trails or snow shoe trails. Ms. Everett has been talking to a snow
shoe supplier about possibly setting up a training.
6.

Commissioner Requests – Non Parks Updates

Mr. Sandvik talked about short term rentals such as VRBO and Airbnb. He hasn’t seen much in the City.
Regarding infrastructure, Mr. Sandvik noted that the City’s website has a link for all construction projects
happening in the City.
7.

Other Items

Council Member Morse said there has been discussion about lighting at Heritage Park and public safety issues.
Commission member asked for an update at the next meeting ash borer and how things are progressing.\
Ms. Everett told about a blood drive coming up on November 10.
Commission talked about the possibility of putting in history markers, possibly starting with 10.

8.

Set next Meeting – December 2020

Commission established December 21, 2020 at 6:30 pm as the next Parks, Recreation, and Trails
Commission meeting.
10. Adjourn
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm.

Tim Sandvik
Assistant City Administrator

The City of Vadnais Heights
800 East County Road E
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

651.204.6013 Phone
651.204.6113 Fax
tim.sandvik@cityvadnaisheights.com

Memorandum:
TO:

Parks and Trails Commission

FROM:

Tim Sandvik, Assistant City Administrator

DATE:

Monday, February 22, 2021

SUBJECT:

Review Commission Roles

Background
Attached to this memo is language from City of Vadnais Heights City Code. This information is included
as a brief reminder of roles and responsibilities (and introduction to those new on the Commission).
In 2020, Mr. Hokens was appointed Chair of the Commission and Ms. Hauck was appointed Vice-Chair.
Unfortunately, neither were able to fulfill a full term under the constraints of the global pandemic.
With recent appointments by the City Council, the current membership of the Vadnais Heights Park,
Recreation, and Trails Commission is as follows:
Kent Hokens
William Johnson
Michael Werner
Toby FitzSimons
Kari Hauck
Gerald Baldridge
Erinn Robovsky
Kelly Jozwowski, 1st Alternate
Judy Lissick, 2nd Alternate
Steve Rogers, Council Liaison
Tim Sandvik, Staff Liaison
Katie Everett, Staff Liaison
Once a Chairperson has been assigned to the Commission for 2021, the Commission will need to
designate a Vice Chairperson.
Staff is happy to answer any questions, comments, or concerns.

DIVISION 1. - GENERALLY

Sec. 2-62. - Rules for certain city advisory commissions.
(a) Applicability. This division applies to the following city commissions:
(1) Health and public safety commission;
(2) Park, recreation and trails commission; and
(3) Planning commission.
(b) Notice of intended absence. A commission member shall notify the commission chairperson or
the city clerk's office of any intended absence at a commission meeting prior to the meeting.
(c) Leaves of absence. A commissioner may request a leave of absence for no less than 60 days from
all commission duties and must state the reason for such request. The request shall be acted
upon by the chairperson of that commission, except that if the request is for over 90 days, it shall
be acted upon by the council. If approved, such commissioner shall not be considered as absent
under this section.
(d) Constructive resignation due to absences. A commission member who is absent from three
consecutive meetings or who is absent from four or more meetings in any calendar year from
their commission, shall be considered to have constructively resigned, and that commissioner's
position shall then be filled in the manner set forth in this Code for such commission.
(e) Filling vacancies. In the event of a vacancy of any commission, the council liaison person for that
commission shall initially interview applicants and then recommend the successor candidate to
the council through the staff liaison.
(f) Membership on multiple committees restricted. No person may be on more than one
commission, except that a commissioner may be a temporary alternate member on a
commission. A temporary alternate member may be appointed by the council when there are
openings on a commission and after advertisements to fill the positions and/or vacancies
continue to exist. Upon filling all regular and alternate positions, the person filling the temporary
alternate position must resign.
(g) Conflicts of interest. A commissioner shall not vote on an application nor take part in any
business if the commissioner has any legal interest or relationship with an outside organization in
which the city is having business dealings with and such interest or relationship might tend to
impair the ability of the commissioner to not serve the best interests of the city or give
preferential treatment. The commissioner should disclose any conflict of interest. Questions on
potential conflicts of interest should be addressed to the staff or council liaison.
(h) Acceptance of gifts. Acceptance of any gift, outside of a ritual cup of coffee is prohibited.
(i) Conduct. Commissioners shall treat applicants, staff, consultants, other commissioners, council
members, the general public, and city equipment in a respectful manner.

(Code 1999, §§ 227.010—227.090)
Sec. 2-63. - Health and public safety commission.
The city has established a health and public safety commission that shall assist and advise the city
council in all policy matters relating to public safety and solid waste in the city and perform the following
specific duties:
(1) Annually, and on a long-term basis, review police, fire, paramedic and EMT medical response,
animal control, emergency management, traffic, and other street/trail safety-related concerns
in the city and report recommendations, if any, to the council.
(2) Review and recommend procedures to the city council to promote the collection and recycling
of solid waste and yard waste that the city must accomplish in order to meet or exceed
requirements of the state Waste Management Act, M.S.A. ch. 115A, the county planning goals
of M.S.A. § 473.803, subd. 1, and the Ramsey County Solid Waste Management Plan adopted
February 23, 1987, to reduce the use of landfills for disposal of solid waste and to make each
resident aware of the need to reduce the quantity of articles reaching the refuse stream.
(3) Attempt to provide the most cost-effective pickup service of solid waste and recycling that
takes into consideration safety and minimal wear on streets within the city.
(4) With the assistance of the public service staff, plan spring and fall cleanups for the
community.
(5) Propose, recommend, and advise the council on other matters of general environmental
safety concerns within the community.
(6) Assist the public safety agencies in the development of management information and
communication systems.
(7) Annually sponsor Minnesota Night to Unite events on the first Tuesday of August and assist in
communicating public safety messages to the community through various modes of
communication.
(8) Advise the council on all matters referred to it by the council.
(Code 1999, §§ 217.010, 217.020)
Secs. 2-64—2-82. - Reserved.
DIVISION 3. - PARK, RECREATION AND TRAILS COMMISSION

Sec. 2-107. - Establishment, purpose, authority.

The city has established a park, recreation, and trails commission for the city for the purpose of
recommending and overseeing the operation of public recreation and recommending the development and
maintenance of parks and trails within the city, pursuant to the authority of this division and of M.S.A. §§
471.15 through 471.17.
(Code 1999, § 213.010)
Sec. 2-108. - Composition; member terms; vacancies; expenses; alternate members; removal.
(a) The park, recreation, and trails commission shall consist of not more than seven members to be
appointed by the council. Four members shall constitute a quorum.
(b) Each member of the commission shall be a resident of the city who does not hold any elective or
appointive public office. Civil service employment does not constitute public office.
(c) Each member of the commission shall serve three-year terms, and vacancies shall be filled for the
remainder of the term of office which is vacated.
(d) Members shall receive an expense allowance of not more than $20.00 per meeting for the
chairperson and secretary, if appointed, and not more than $15.00 per meeting for all other
members, including alternates. The amount of such allowance and the basis for its payment shall
be determined by the city council.
(e) The council may appoint no more than two alternates to the commission. Such alternates may
attend and take part in the commission meeting but shall have no vote, provided that if one or
more regular members is absent for any meeting, then an alternate (in order of seniority if more
than one is present) may sit with all the privileges of a member for that meeting only.
(f) Any member may be removed by the council for cause duly found.
(Code 1999, §§ 213.020, 213.030)
Sec. 2-109. - Chairperson, vice chairperson and secretary.
The commission shall, at its first meeting of each year, elect a vice chairperson from its members. The
vice chairperson shall automatically become the chairperson the following year. No member shall serve
more than two consecutive years as chairperson. The commission may, at its discretion, elect a secretary
from their membership.
(Code 1999, § 213.040)
Sec. 2-110. - Meetings, minutes and reports.
The commission shall hold one meeting each quarter and hold such special meetings as necessary. The
commission shall provide minutes of each meeting and an annual report of its activities and
recommendations to the council. The public service director shall prepare an annual inventory of park and

trail equipment and facilities and trails within the city.
(Code 1999, § 213.050)
Sec. 2-111. - Power and duties.
The commission shall have the powers and duties provided in this section and may recommend
expending funds to carry out such purposes by the public service director, but only to the extent that such
funds are available in the approved annual budget and capital improvement plan. Purchases of items that
require a quote or bids shall be approved by the city council. Power and duties of the commission include
the following:
(1) The commission shall establish and oversee park maintenance policies for implementation by
the public service director. Annually, the commission shall recommend park and trail
construction needs to the council as part of the city's capital improvement plan and budget
process.
(2) The commission shall annually review and recommend policies for trail maintenance. Trail
maintenance shall be applied in a manner that is cost effective, similar to the city's pavement
management program. The commission shall recommend trail construction needs to the
council as part of the city's capital improvement plan and budget process.
(3) The commission shall review, recommend and monitor a program of public recreation upon
property which is owned or otherwise made available to the city for such public recreational
purposes. All recreation programs and special events shall be reviewed for participation and
cost effectiveness to its citizens and taxpayers and avoid unnecessary duplication of school
district or other programs available to the community. The commission shall recommend to
the council the leasing or acquisition of further real or personal property for public
recreational use as it deems desirable.
(4) The commission shall recommend improvements for recreational facilities, such as driveways,
parking lots, trails, buildings, parks, athletic fields, play structures, pavilions and other
necessary structures. The commission may recommend contracts and leases for the
construction and operation of park facilities, but every such contract or lease shall provide
that the structures shall be operated for the public use and convenience, the charges shall be
reasonable and the commission shall recommend rules and regulations for use of the
facilities.
(5) The commission may formulate and prescribe reasonable rules and regulations for the use of
the general public of any facilities in any recreational or park area, except those rules that are
established by city ordinance, in which case, the commission shall recommend such
regulations.
(6) The commission shall do whatever other acts are reasonable, necessary and proper to carry
out their prescribed duties as set forth herein, and advise the council on any and all matters

referred to it by the council.
(Code 1999, § 213.060)
Sec. 2-112. - Park and recreation fund.
For the purpose of carrying out the powers and functions of the commission, the city has established in
the city treasury a special fund to be called the "park and recreation fund." The council may transfer to the
fund such monies as it shall consider necessary for public recreational purposes. Into this fund shall be
placed the various revenues or monies received by the city from gifts, bequeaths, contributions, earnings
and other miscellaneous revenues. The city shall, in the same manner as the council under M.S.A. § 412.271,
subd. 1, and to the same extent, audit claims to be paid from the park and recreation fund. Expenditures
from this fund shall be subject to approval by the city council.
(Code 1999, § 213.070)
Sec. 2-113. - Budget.
Each year, by an established date, the public service director, under direction from the commission shall
submit a budget and five-year capital improvement plan request for operations and improvements for
parks, recreation and trails.
(Code 1999, § 213.080)
Sec. 2-114. - Staà liaison.
The city public service director shall be the lead staff liaison to the commission and shall assist the
council liaison with communication and information as requested. All other regular employees and
consultants shall cooperate with the commission to make themselves available and attend meetings when
requested to do so.
(Code 1999, § 213.090)
Secs. 2-115—2-177. - Reserved.

Tim Sandvik
Assistant City Administrator

The City of Vadnais Heights
800 East County Road E
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

651.204.6013 Phone
651.204.6113 Fax
tim.sandvik@cityvadnaisheights.com

Memorandum:
TO:

Park, Recreation, and Trails Commission

FROM:

Tim Sandvik, Assistant City Administrator
Nolan Wall, Planning/Community Development Director

DATE:

Monday, February 22, 2021

SUBJECT:

Park Dedication Recommendations, Bluebird Grove PUD

Background
Included within the purview of the Park, Recreation, and Trails Commission is making advisory
consideration(s) for community development projects that fall within guidelines of ‘Park Dedication’. In
considering recommendations that will be made to the Planning Commission and ultimately considered by
the City Council, the Park, Recreation, and Trails Commission may consider fee and/or land dedication for
certain projects.
State Statute requires a nexus to be established between development projects, and investment in the
community’s parks system; further, statute defines how dedication(s) may be used.
Please note, City staff received this Development Application on Thursday, February 18, 2021 and the
Park, Recreation, and Trails Commission packet was prepared and sent out Friday, February, 19, 2021
which means there has been limited review of the application. Further, if Commissioners have feedback
outside the purview of their Commissioner roles, this can be provided at a later date by contacting City
staff, contacting the Planning Commission, and/or contacting the City Council.
The proposed project includes 19 new single-family residential lots by connecting Tessier Trail to Colleen
Drive (Williams Street) and extending Bear Avenue North. In addition, potential trail connections are
included between the two new road connections and to Bear Park (see attached Site Plan). Due to existing
wetlands in and around the project area, certain portions of the proposed trails would be constructed as
boardwalks.
The Planned Unit Development process considers allowing flexibility to developers on certain standards in
exchange for improvements that enhance the project. In this case, the proposed development includes land
dedication for trail facilities and financial contribution to their construction.
The proposed project will be thoroughly analyzed by staff and other agencies in the coming weeks and
public hearings will be conducted by both the Planning Commission and City Council. The city’s website
contains a webpage for this proposal that will be updated with all application materials:
https://www.cityvadnaisheights.com/799/Bluebird-Grove-PUD
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Katie Everett
Recreation Supervisor

The City of Vadnais Heights
800 East County Road E
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

651.204.6060 Phone
651.204.6011 Fax
katie.everett@cityvadnaisheights.com

Memorandum:
TO:

Parks, Recreation & Trails Commission

FROM:

Katie Everett, Recreation Supervisor

DATE:

February 22, 2021

SUBJECT:

Brief 2020 Review – Looking Ahead 2021 (Everett)

Background
Parks and Recreation staff are busy preparing for the spring and summer. Some upcoming items follow;
staff will provide more details for discussion at the meeting.
x

Spring and summer outdoor program registration to be live soon. Adjustments will be made to
programs as needed to comply with COVID-19 guidance.

x

Summer event dates are tentatively set
o Spring Scavenger Hunt: March 22 – April 2 (no traditional Egg Hunt event again in
2021)
o Ice Cream Social: June 16
o Music in the Park Series: July 14, July 28, August 25
o Heritage Days: August 12-15
o Movie in the Park: September 17

x

Park projects planned for 2021 include (attachments included with visuals):
o Entrance signs
o Kohler Meadows playground installation
o Bridgewood Park pickleball court conversion
 Court resurfacing, Removal of tennis net equipment, Installation of six (6)
pickleball nets and court striping, 4’ separating fence, Basketball hoop to remain

x

Parks Brochure - Parks and Recreation staff have updated the brochure highlighting the facilities,
programs, and services offered by the department. The brochure can be distributed at City Hall,
during events, and with community partners. A draft of the brochure is included in the agenda
packet for commissioner review and comment.

KOHLER MEADOWS PARK
365 E. County Road F

43”Hx95”W; v-carved park name, all else flat routed;single-sid

KOHLER MEADOWS
PARK
365 E. County Road F
31.75”Hx47.75”W; v-carved park name, all else flat routed;single-sided
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Visit cityvadnaisheights.com/facilities
for more details.
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Bear Park
465 Bear Avenue South
Berwood Park
780 Berwood Avenue
Bridgewood Park
4224-1/2 Bridgewood Terrace
Community Park
641 County Road F East
Elmwood Park
3892 Elmwood Street
Greenhaven Park
4470 Greenhaven Drive
Heritage Park
4345 Heritage Drive
Kohler Meadows Park
365 County Road F East
Lily Pond Park
325 Lily Pond Lane
Morningside Park
4485 Morningside Avenue
Oak Creek Park
485 Oak Creek Drive South
Vadnais Elementary School
3645 Centerville Road
Vadnais-Sucker Lake
Regional Park
:HVWÀHOG3DUN
:HVWÀHOG/DQH
Wolters Park
1351 Willow Lake Boulevard
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ENJOY OUR PARKS & TRAILS!
FIND US ONLINE
Current information about Parks and
Recreation programs, events, and facilities
is available online:
cityvadnaisheights.com/recreation

RECREATION PROGRAMS &
SPECIAL EVENTS
The Parks and Recreation Department
RઊHUVDQDUUD\RISURJUDPVDQGVSHFLDO
HYHQWV<RXWKEHQHÀWIURPDYDULHW\RI
organized programs including soccer,
t-ball, dance, tennis, a summer playground
program, and more. Adults take advantage
of softball, tennis, yoga, and other
seasonal opportunities. Seniors enjoy
social and educational opportunities
through the Senior HiLites social group
and partner programs with the White Bear
Area Senior Program.

CityVH
@Vadnais_Heights

PARKS, RECREATION & TRAILS
COMMISSION
The Parks, Recreation, and Trails
Commission focuses on park use and
development, and the community’s
recreational needs.

The City of Vadnais Heights boasts more
than 100 acres of active parkland spread
across 14 parks with a wide variety of
amenities to serve the community.
Vadnais-Sucker Lake Regional Park is another
prized recreational and scenic amenity. With
1,252 acres of woods and lakes, the park hosts
trails and picnic areas. Situated on land owned
by St. Paul Regional Water Services, the park is
operated by Ramsey County.

PARK RESERVATIONS
Members of the public may reserve soccer,
EDVHEDOODQGVRIWEDOOÀHOGVDQGSDUN
shelters through the Parks and Recreation
RઋFHDW&LW\+DOO
5HVHUYDWLRQVDUHWDNHQRQDÀUVWFRPH
ÀUVWVHUYHGEDVLVIHHVDSSO\
Park Shelters

For information about current
commissioners or how to get involved,
visit our website.

The fun doesn’t stop in the winter! Join
us at outdoor rinks for open skating as
weather allows, as well as a variety of
indoor programs for all ages.

Kohler Meadows Park
(Group Size: 75)
Indoor Restrooms,
Kitchen

A variety of Special Events bring the
community together throughout
the year.

Community Park
(Group Size: 100)
Indoor Restrooms

Athletic Fields
Ball Fields: 12
Soccer Fields: 10

PARK RULES
Park hours: 30 minutes before
sunrise to 30 minutes after sunset.
Motorized vehicles (including
ATVs, mini bikes, motorcycles,
mopeds, and snowmobiles) are
not allowed in parks, pathways, or
grass areas.
No glass containers.
Dogs must be kept on leash; pet
owners are required to clean up
after their pets.
Please pick up all trash.
If you observe any suspicious activity
in the parks, please notify the
5DPVH\&RXQW\6KHUL૽·V2૾FHDW
651-484-3366.
In an emergency, call 911.

CONTACT US
CITY OF VADNAIS HEIGHTS
651 - 204 - 6000
cityvadnaisheights.com
info@cityvadnaisheights.com
800 East County Road E
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

Vadnais Heights

PARKS
&TRAILS

Katie Everett
Recreation Supervisor

The City of Vadnais Heights
800 East County Road E
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

651.204.6060 Phone
651.204.6011 Fax
katie.everett@cityvadnaisheights.com

Memorandum:
TO:

Parks, Recreation & Trails Commission

FROM:

Katie Everett, Recreation Supervisor

DATE:

February 22, 2021

SUBJECT:

Park Benches – VH Lions Donation

Background
There is a need for the addition and replacement of several benches in parks and along trails in the
Vadnais Heights park system. City staff have ordered six (6) new benches for this purpose. The Vadnais
Heights Lions Club has expressed interested in contributing to this effort. The Club has donated benches
to the City in the past as part of a Legacy program.
The Lions are interested in dedicating five (5) new benches – one of which is still to be dedicated from a
previous donation. Taking into consideration Lions members and City staff input, the following bench
dedications are recommended:
x
x
x
x
x

Kohler Meadows Park (at Joe Momsen Playground)
Greenhaven Park
Bear Park
Heritage Park
Trail on Centerville Road

The Lions donation of $4,060 will go toward the cost of the bench purchase, dedication plaque, and
cement for four new benches. SCORE Grant dollars will also be used to supplement the bench purchase.
The last bench from the order will be installed along the trail at Lily Pond Park to improve the
accessibility of this trail for area residents.

Tim Sandvik
Assistant City Administrator

The City of Vadnais Heights
800 East County Road E
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

651.204.6013 Phone
651.204.6113 Fax
tim.sandvik@cityvadnaisheights.com

Memorandum:
TO:

Parks and Trails Commission

FROM:

Tim Sandvik, Assistant City Administrator

DATE:

Monday, February 22, 2021

SUBJECT:

Commissioner Requests, General Staff Updates

Background
We will use this item to guide conversation based on requests made by Commissioners and general updates from
staff.
Commission Requests
x Update on Special Revenue Fund - balance, additions/expenditures in 2020. Also expected additions in
2021
o Parks Dedication Fund is at approximately $144,000
o 2020 Revenue for general parks was significantly down, but so were expenditures - most directly
part-time staff
o During the 2020/2021 update, there will be discussions about general efforts and new projects;
generally speaking, Fund 101-510 saw 2021 vs 2020 change of $17,358 or 2.5%
x What is final budget for 2021 and also what was the budget/balance for 2020
o 101-510 is $708,263 (approximately 70% of which is personnel) (section attached)
o We don’t have a final budget for 2020 at this time, expenditures are permitted to tally through
March
x What are the plans/ goals for 2021 for park reservations, recreation programs, Heritage days etc.
o This was provided as a part of Ms. Everett’s update
x Accomplishments in 2020
o Staff will answer any further questions not addressed in the earlier updated
x What is in our budget for 2021 vs our five year plan
o Most of 2021 efforts have already been put into motion. The planning/budgeting process can begin
as soon as the next meeting – including a section dedicated to the five year CIP. Attached to this
memo you will find the current sections from the 2021 budget including 101-510 and Parks
Dedication; further, you will find an attached memo from 2020 for planning guidance.
x Overview of City infrastructure improvements planned for 2021
o The best way to keep up on 2021 infrastructure projects is via (where you can also sign up for
email updates along the way): https://www.cityvadnaisheights.com/800/2021-Residential-StreetImprovement-Proj Generally speaking, street and utility wok is scheduled to occur in:
 Suzanne Avenue – Rice Street to County Road F
 Martin Way – Rice Street to Suzanne Avenue
 Southwood Drive – Rice Street to Suzanne Avenue
 Suzanne Court – Suzanne Avenue to south cul-de-sac

x

Overview of commercial development expected in 2021
o The best place to follow Community Development is via:
https://www.cityvadnaisheights.com/682/Development-Activity This page includes items as soon
as applications/plans are submitted for consideration.

x
Staff Updates

Ken R. LaCasse
Public Service Supervisor

The City of Vadnais Heights
800 East County Road E
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

651.204.6053 Phone
651.204.6153 Fax
kenneth.lacasse@cityvadnaisheights.com

Memorandum:
TO:

Tim Sandvik, Assistant City Administrator

FROM:

Ken R. LaCasse, Public Service Supervisor

DATE:

January 21, 2020

SUBJECT:

Park Equipment and facilities updates

Listed below are park areas with play structures and tennis court facilities. Target dates for replacement
of play structures has been 20 to 25 years. The sun is detrimental to coverings and plastic parts. Parts are
often discontinued after 15 years. Changing safety rules can put older structures out of compliance. Play
equipment at each park is listed as age appropriate for 2 to 5 and 5 to 12 years of age.
Tennis court color resurfacing is recommended every 5 years. Reconstruction of tennis courts is
recommended when cracks and pitting become too numerous to fill adequately during the resurfacing
process.
Resurfacing is a process of power washing and applying sand filled acrylic color blended filler. Cracks
may be filled with foam filler rod when they become large enough for a few re-coatings.
Reconstruction involves removal and installation of new bituminous surface followed by acrylic color
blended filler.
Bear Park
5 to 12 structure replaced in 2019
2 to 5 structure replaced in 2006
Berwood Park
2 to 5 and 5 to 12 replaced with park reconstruction in 2006
Tennis court resurfaced in 2015.
Tennis court is recommended to be reconstructed in 2020 or 2021. Projected cost is $40,000.00 to
50,000.00 dollars
Bridgewood Park
2 to 5 and 5 to 12 replaced in 2001.
Tennis court reconstructed in 2002 for $35,000.00
Courts were resurfaced in 2014 and are due new color coat this year.
Community Park
2 to 5 and 5 to 12 replaced in 2016.

Elmwood Park
2 to 5 and 5 to 12 replaced in 2006.
Greenhaven Park
2 to 5 and 5 to 12 installed in 1999.
Kohler Meadows Park
2 to 5 and 5 to 12 structures installed in 1998.
Tennis courts resurfaced in 2019. Need to be reconstructed in 2025 for an estimated cost of $90,000.00
dollars. Cracks are numerous and very wide. They have been filled with foam rod and acrylic filler three
times. Asphalt surface is pitted. Reconstruction is recommended.
Lilypond Park
2 to 5 and 5 to 12 installed in 2017
Oakcreek Park
2 to 5 and 5 to 12 installed in 2001
Westfield Park
2 to 5 and 5 to 12 installed in 2011
Tennis court reconstructed and reduced from two courts to one court in 2012. Resurfaced in 2018.
Wolters Park
5 to 12 Installed in 2014

